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ABSTRACT
We examine whether isothermal models of the hot gas can successfully describe
the ASCA and ROSAT spectra of NGC 1399, NGC 4472, NGC 4636, and NGC 5044,
which are among the brightest elliptical galaxies in X-rays. Broad-band spectral fitting
of the ASCA SIS and GIS data accumulated within a radius of ∼ 5′ for each galaxy
shows that isothermal models (which also include a component for discrete sources)
are unable to fit the SIS data near 1 keV, although a marginal fit for NGC 4636 is
obtained if the relative abundances of several elements with respect to Fe are allowed
to depart substantially from their solar values. In addition, these isothermal models
typically fail to produce the large equivalent widths of the Kα line blends of Si and S
which are measured independently of the Fe L emission lines.
Two-temperature models provide substantially better broad-band fits to both the
SIS and GIS data of each galaxy with the relative abundances (except for NGC 4636)
fixed at their solar values. A simple multiphase cooling flow model fits nearly as
well as the two-temperature model for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044. The
multiphase models also predict more accurately the Si and S equivalent widths and
the ratios of Si XIV/XIII and S XVI/XV than the isothermal models. From detailed
comparison of broad-band fits to the ASCA data of these ellipticals using the MEKAL
and Raymond-Smith plasma codes we determine that the MEKAL plasma code (as
expected) is significantly more accurate for the important energies∼ 0.7−1.4 keV, and
the small residuals in the Fe L region for the best-fitting multiphase models imply that
remaining inaccuracies in the MEKAL code are insufficient to change qualitatively the
results for data of the present quality.
Using various approaches we find that the temperature gradients inferred from
the ROSAT PSPC data of these galaxies, especially for NGC 1399 and NGC 5044, are
inconsistent with the isothermal models obtained from fitting the ASCA data within a
single aperture but are very consistent with the multiphase models. Therefore, models
which assume isothermal gas within r ∼ 5′ are inconsistent with the ASCA and
ROSAT PSPC data of these elliptical galaxies. Simple two-temperature models and
multiphase cooling flows provide much better descriptions of these data sets with Fe
abundances of ∼ 1-2 solar and (except for NGC 4636) relative abundances fixed at
their solar values. We discuss the implications of these nearly solar abundances.
Key words: galaxies: general – galaxies: evolution – X-rays: galaxies.
1 INTRODUCTION
The elemental abundances inferred from X-ray observations
of elliptical galaxies are sensitive diagnostics of models of the
formation and evolution of the hot gas in these systems. For
example, the relative abundances of the α-process elements
with respect to Fe are affected by the relative contributions
of Type Ia and Type II supernovae to the enrichment of the
hot gas (e.g. David, Jones, & Forman 1991). The standard
models that rely on Type Ia supernova to enrich the hot gas
tend to predict Fe abundances well in excess of solar (e.g.
Ciotti et al. 1991). Smaller Fe abundances can be accommo-
dated by other models (e.g. Fujita et al. 1997; Brighenti &
Mathews 1998b).
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Most studies of ellipticals based on X-ray spectral data
from the ASCA satellite (Tanaka et al. 1994) find very
sub-solar Fe abundances (∼ 0.3Z⊙). These low abundances
are generally deduced from fitting isothermal models of the
hot gas to the accumulated ASCA spectra within circular
apertures of typical radius r ∼ 3′-5′. These findings have
been christened as a “Standard Model” by Loewenstein &
Mushotzky (1997) who review the results obtained from the
ASCA spectra of ellipticals.
In a recent study of the ASCA data of 20 bright ellip-
ticals, Buote & Fabian (1998; hereafter BF) concluded that
the spectra of the brightest galaxies in their sample require
at least two temperature components in the hot gas (in ad-
dition to any possible emission from discrete sources). The
multiphase models predict Fe abundances for these galaxies
that are generally consistent with solar. These results for
the brightest ellipticals highlight the sensitivity of the Fe
abundance to the spectral model.
These results of BF also do not fit into the Stan-
dard Model and have been criticized by Loewenstein &
Mushotzky (1998; also Loewenstein 1998) in two key re-
spects. First, Loewenstein & Mushotzky state that the
ASCA data can generally be described by two-component
models consisting of one “soft” component of isothermal hot
gas and another “hard” component due to discrete sources.
Second, they claim that the Kα emission line ratios of Si
XIV/XIII are very consistent with these isothermal mod-
els but are only marginally consistent with the multiphase
models of BF.
In this paper we re-examine the ASCA data of the
brightest ellipticals to address these criticisms and thus de-
termine whether indeed isothermal models with very sub-
solar Fe abundances are adequate descriptions of the X-ray
spectra of elliptical galaxies. We extend the work of BF in
the following respects: (1) we examine in detail the predic-
tions of the Standard Model using two-component models
where one component is isothermal hot gas and the other is
a high-temperature bremsstrahlung component presumably
due to discrete sources; (2) the equivalent widths and ratios
of the Si and S line blends measured locally for each galaxy
are used to constrain the isothermal and multiphase mod-
els obtained from broad-band analysis; and (3) we examine
whether the radial temperature gradients found by studies
of the ROSAT data of bright ellipticals are consistent with
the Standard Model.
We focus our analysis on NGC 1399, NGC 4472, NGC
4636, and NGC 5044 which are among the brightest ellipti-
cals in X-rays and have ASCA data with the best signal-to-
noise ratios (S/N) for the sample studied by BF. Moreover,
these galaxies were observed during the ASCA Performance-
Verification (PV) phase at which time the performance of
the CCDs, in particular the energy resolution, had not yet
degraded from radiation damage (see Dotani et al. 1995).
This is especially important for our local measurements of
the Si and S lines. Data from a very deep exposure of NGC
4636 has also become available to the public. These new
data for NGC 4636 have the highest S/N in our sample.
The paper is organized as follows. In section 2 we dis-
cuss the observations and reduction of the ASCA data. The
broad-band spectral fitting is presented in detail in section
3. In section 4 we summarize our measurements of the Si
and S line blends and compare them to the models obtained
from the broad-band fits. We analyze the ROSAT data and
compare the results to the models derived from fitting the
ASCA data in section 5. In section 6 we evaluate our results
in light of the Standard Model and discuss the implications
of the derived metal abundances. Finally, we present a de-
tailed summary of our results in section 7.
2 ASCA OBSERVATIONS AND DATA
REDUCTION
The ASCA X-ray satellite consists of four detectors: two
X-ray CCD cameras (Solid State Imaging Spectrometers –
SIS0 and SIS1) and two proportional counters (Gas Imaging
Spectrometers – GIS2 and GIS3). Each SIS is a square array
of four 420×422 pixel CCD chips with a total field of view of
22 arcmin2. The usable field of view of each GIS lies within
a circle of radius 20 arcmin2. Each detector is illuminated
by its own X-ray telescope (XRT) consisting of 119 nested
layers of thin foil. Although the point spread function (PSF)
of each XRT has a relatively sharp core, the wings of the
PSF are quite broad (half power diameter ∼ 3′) and increase
markedly for energies above a few keV (e.g. Kunieda et al.
1995). Since the angular sizes of the elliptical galaxies in our
sample are comparable to this PSF, we do not attempt to
analyze the spatial distribution of the ASCA data of these
sources. Rather, (as in most previous studies) we analyze
the ASCA X-ray emission within a single large aperture for
each galaxy which encloses most of the detectable emission;
we address the spatial properties of the X-ray emission with
ROSAT data in section 5.
We obtained ASCA data for NGC 1399, NGC 4472,
NGC 4636, and NGC 5044 from the public data archive
maintained by the High Energy Astrophysics Science
Archive Research Center (HEASARC). The basic properties
of these galaxies are listed in Table 1 and the observation
sequence numbers are listed in Table 2. The second sequence
(80026010) for NGC 5044 began 2 minutes after the first se-
quence (80026000) and the pointing for each sequence was
identical. Since the gain and response of the detectors do
not change significantly over such time scales, we directly
combined the events of these two sequences. The observa-
tion sequence for NGC 4636 listed in Table 2 corresponds to
the deep exposure taken in 1995. (Note that we do find that
the significantly shorter PV-phase observation of NGC 4636
(see section 3.3.2) gives results that are consistent with this
deep observation.)
The data were reduced with the standard FTOOLS
(v4.1) software according to the procedures described in The
ASCA Data Reduction Guide and the WWW pages of the
ASCA Guest Observer Facility (GOF)⋆ For the observations
of NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044 (all taken in the
PV phase) we used the events files generated by the default
screening criteria processed under the Revision 2 Data Pro-
cessing (REV2). As is standard procedure for analysis of
SIS data, only data in BRIGHT mode taken in medium or
high bit rate were used for these galaxies. Since the NGC
⋆ See http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/asca/abc/abc.html and
http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/asca/.
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Table 1. Galaxy Properties
Name Type z B0
T
σ0 NH Group
(km s−1) (1021cm−2)
NGC 1399 E1P 0.00483 10.79 310 0.13 Fornax
NGC 4472 E2 0.00290 09.32 287 0.16 Virgo
NGC 4636 E0+ 0.00365 10.50 191 0.17 Virgo
NGC 5044 E0 0.00898 11.87 234 0.50 WP 23
Morphological types and redshifts are taken from RC3. Total blue magnitudes (B0
T
) and central velocity dispersions (σ0) are taken
from Faber et al. (1989). Galactic Hydrogen column densities (NH) are from Stark et al. (1992).
Table 2. ASCA Observation Properties
Name Sequence # Exposure Count Rate Exposure Count Rate
(103s) (10−2 ct s−1) (103s) (10−2 ct s−1)
SIS0 SIS1 SIS0 SIS1 GIS2 GIS3 GIS2 GIS3
NGC 1399 80038000 17.0 17.6 38.0 39.1 19.6 19.6 18.7 17.9
80039000 14.8 17.0 41.9 28.8 19.8 19.9 15.4 13.6
NGC 4472 60029000 14.3 12.5 43.8 34.0 22.7 22.7 15.4 16.0
60030000 16.5 13.9 37.0 28.8 22.2 22.2 11.2 14.0
NGC 4636 64008000 241.2 241.4 37.0 30.0 191.2 191.2 6.4 7.7
NGC 5044 80026000 + 80026010 18.4 13.1 109.2 72.0 17.9 15.5 31.2 33.5
The exposures include any time filtering. The count rates are given for energies 0.55-9 keV for the SIS and 1-9 keV for the GIS. The
count rates are background subtracted within the particular aperture (see text in section 2).
4636 observation was performed in 1995 its SIS data are de-
graded to some extent because of radiation damage to the
CCDs (see Dotani et al. 1995).
One of the problems caused by radiation damage is
the Residual Dark Distribution (RDD) which is essen-
tially an increase in the dark current of the CCDs (see
http://www.astro.isas.ac.jp/∼dotani/rdd.html). RDD de-
grades the energy resolution and the detection efficiency
of the data. We corrected the NGC 4636 data for this ef-
fect following the procedure outlined on the ASCA GOF
WWW pages which produces corrected SIS event files in
BRIGHT2 mode constructed using the default screening cri-
teria. (Again, only data with medium or high bit rate were
used.)
The gain of the SIS varies from chip-to-chip, and the
variation is a function of time owing to radiation dam-
age. We have corrected the SIS data for these effects us-
ing the most up-to-date calibration files as of this writ-
ing (sisph2pi 110397.fits). Finally, the screened SIS and GIS
events files for each galaxy were further modified by exclud-
ing time intervals of high background. We mention that no
dead time corrections were required for the GIS data be-
cause the count rates were less than 1 ct s−1 for each GIS
detector for all the observations in Table 2.
The final processed events were then extracted from a
region centered on the emission peak for each detector of
each sequence. We selected a particular extraction region
using the following general guidelines. Our primary concern
is to select a region that encloses most of the X-ray emis-
sion yet is symmetrically distributed about the origin of the
region; as a result, we used circles for most of our extrac-
tion apertures. We limited the size of the aperture to ensure
that the entire aperture fit on the detector, an issue more
important for the SIS because of its smaller field-of-view.
Moreover, for the SIS0 and SIS1 we tried to limit the aper-
tures to as small a number of chips as possible to reduce
the effects of residual errors in chip-to-chip calibration. The
GIS regions were chosen to be of similar size to the cor-
responding SIS regions of a given sequence for consistency.
Since, however, the GIS+XRT PSF is somewhat larger than
that of the SIS+XRT the extraction regions for the GIS are
usually ∼ 20% larger.
We extracted the events using regions defined in de-
tector coordinates as is recommended in the ASCA ABC
GUIDE because the spectral response depends on the loca-
tion in the detector not the position on the sky. (Also, this
avoids the problem in the current software in handling re-
gions defined in sky coordinates.) For the GIS data of all of
the galaxies we chose circular extraction regions: r = 6′ for
NGC 1399 and NGC 4636 and r = 6.5′ for NGC 4472 and
NGC 5044. Similarly, circles were used for the SIS observa-
tions of NGC 1399 (r = 4.7′) and NGC 5044 (r = 5.3′);
note the radius of NGC 1399 is slightly smaller to reduce
contamination from NGC 1404.
For the SIS data of NGC 4472 and NGC 4636 we
used apertures different from circles. The resulting extracted
spectra, however, are not very sensitive to these differences
in aperture shape since the S/N is lowest near the aper-
ture boundaries where these shape differences are most pro-
nounced. The X-ray emission of NGC 4472 is elongated (see
Irwin & Sarazin 1996) and thus we used a slightly flat-
tened ellipse for the SIS data of sequence 60029000: (a, b) =
(4.6′, 5.5′). The pointing of sequence 60030000 places the
center closer to the edge of one of the CCDs and thus we
decided a box with half-widths (4.2′, 4.7′) was a better choice
to maximize S/N yet still be symmetrically positioned about
the origin. NGC 4636 was observed in single-ccd mode and
thus a box (half-width 4.6′) was used. (Note the aperture
radii for the SIS are averages of the SIS0 and SIS1 radii,
where the SIS1 radii are generally smaller by ∼ 10% be-
cause of their lower count rates.)
We computed background spectra for each detector us-
ing the standard deep observations of blank fields. There are
important advantages to using these background templates
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instead of a local background estimate. First, the templates
allow background to be extracted from the same parts of the
detector as the source and thus the vignetting and other ex-
posure effects are the same for each; this is not the case for
background taken from a different region of the detector as
the current software does not allow the required corrections
to be made for spectral analysis. Second, it is known from
ROSAT observations of these galaxies that their emission
extends at least over the whole field of view of the SIS and
probably more (Trinchieri et al. 1994; David et al. 1994; Ran-
garajan et al. 1995; Irwin & Sarazin 1996; Jones et al. 1997).
This is especially important for NGC 4636 as it was observed
in single-ccd mode. Also, since the background templates
are created from deep exposures (> 100ks) the statistical
error is much less than for local background obtained from
the NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044 observations.
However, it should be emphasized that for these sources the
integrated spectra within the relatively large apertures are
not dominated by background and, as a result, the deduced
temperatures and abundances are hardly affected whether
the templates or local background are used (e.g. Buote &
Canizares 1997).
The SIS background templates we obtained from the
HEASARC data archive were selected to have the same stan-
dard event screening criteria as were the events files of the
galaxies in our sample. We performed the rise-time filtering
(i.e. gisclean) on the standard GIS templates as required
to match the standard screening. In Table 2 the background-
subtracted count rates for each observation in each detector
are listed.
The instrument response matrix required for spectral
analysis of ASCA data is the product of a spectral Redistri-
bution Matrix File (RMF) and an Auxiliary Response File
(ARF). The RMF specifies the channel probability distribu-
tion for a photon (i.e. energy resolution information) while
the ARF contains the information on the effective area. The
RMFs for the GIS2 and GIS3 are equivalent, and thus for
all GIS spectra we use the GIS RMFs gis2v4 0.rmf and its
twin gis3v4 0.rmf obtained from the HEASARC archive. An
RMF needs to be generated specifically for each SIS of each
observation because, among other reasons, each chip of each
SIS requires its own RMF and the spectral resolution of the
SIS is degrading with time. We generated the responses for
each SIS using the FTOOL sisrmg selecting for the stan-
dard event grades (0234). Using the response matrix and
spectral PI (Pulse Invariant) file we constructed an ARF
file with the FTOOL ascaarf.
The source apertures used for the SIS observations of
NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044 overlapped more than
one chip. In order to analyze the spectra of such regions we
followed the standard procedure of creating a new response
matrix that is the average of the individual response matri-
ces of each chip weighted by the number of source counts
of each chip (i.e. within the source aperture). (Actually, the
current software only allows the RMFs to be averaged and
then an ARF is generated using the averaged RMF. This is
considered to be a good approximation for most sources.)
Unfortunately, some energy resolution is lost as a result of
this averaging. For the observations of our sources, however,
this small energy broadening is rendered undetectable by
the statistical noise of the data.
To maximize the S/N of our data we desire to com-
bine the spectra of all available observation sequences for
a given galaxy; e.g. as in NGC 5044 above. There are two
observations each for NGC 1399 and NGC 4472 taken dur-
ing the PV phase. Since these observations are separated by
only one day for NGC 1399 and six days for NGC 4472 the
responses of each observation for each galaxy can be consid-
ered the same. However, the pointings for the consecutive
observations in each case were somewhat different; e.g., the
center of NGC 1399 is positioned at the midpoints of differ-
ent SIS chips for each observation. Hence, we can combine
the spectra of the consecutive observations for NGC 1399
and NGC 4472 and use averaged RMFs and ARFs for spec-
tral analysis without significant loss of energy resolution.
However, we do not combine the PV-phase (1993) observa-
tion of NGC 4636 (see BF) with the 1995 observation listed
in Table 2 because the responses are sufficiently different to
warrant separate analysis of the data.
To further improve the S/N we also consider combining
the spectra from each SIS and similarly for each GIS; i.e.
SIS=SIS0+SIS1 and GIS=GIS2+GIS3. For the GIS data
this does not result in significant loss of information because
the RMFs of the GIS2 and GIS3 are the same and time-
independent; only the ARFs need to be averaged for the
GIS2 and GIS3. However, the responses of the SIS0 and SIS1
detectors are different and thus the required averaging of the
RMFs and ARFs leads again to loss of information. Because
the gain in S/N is important for our study, we examine the
combined SIS and combined GIS data of each galaxy where
all of the sequences listed in Table 2 for a given galaxy have
been summed. For each galaxy the source spectra, RMF,
ARF, and background for each detector of each observation
are summed and scaled appropriately using the FTOOL
addascaspec (v1.27).
Overall we found that the results obtained from analy-
sis of these summed SIS spectra agree well with results ob-
tained without summing the data. We mention below (sec-
tion 3.3.1) the instances where differences in the SIS0 and
SIS1 data are significant.
3 BROAD-BAND SPECTRAL FITTING OF
ASCA DATA
We begin our interpretation of the ASCA data by fitting
models to the broad-band spectra of each galaxy. For the
SIS data we examine energies 0.55-9 keV and for the GIS 1-9
keV. The cutoff at 9 keV is chosen because at higher energies
calibration errors are significant (Gendreau & Yaqoob 1997),
and the background dominates the signal (thus amplifying
any error in the background level). The low energy cutoffs
are dictated by calibration uncertainties (see ASCA GOF
WWW pages).
Since the X-ray emission of the ellipticals in our sample
is dominated by hot gas, we use coronal plasma models as
our basic component. We focus on the MEKAL code which
is a modification of the original MEKA code (Mewe, Gro-
nenschild, & van den Oord 1985; Kaastra & Mewe 1993)
where the Fe L shell transitions crucial to the X-ray emission
of ellipticals have been re-calculated (Liedahl et. al 1995).
For comparison, we also use the Raymond-Smith code (RS)
(Raymond & Smith 1977). Although the RS code does not
include the updated Fe L calculations, nor does it include
c© 0000 RAS, MNRAS 000, 000–000
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Figure 1. Comparison of the ASCA SIS and GIS for thermal plasmas appropriate for giant elliptical galaxies. The top left panel shows
a MEKAL model with T = 1 keV and Z = 1Z⊙. The emission measure is selected to be similar to NGC 4472 which corresponds to
0.01 in units of 10−14nenpV/4πD2 used in XSPEC. The discreteness in the MEKAL model results from the binning of the model in 500
energy bins over the range 0.4-10 keV. The bin sizes for the SIS and GIS convolved models reflect those of the actual response matrices
we analyzed for NGC 4472.
as many lines as in MEKAL, we include it because it is fre-
quently used in related studies of ellipticals. For both models
we take solar (photospheric) abundances according to An-
ders & Grevesse (1989) for consistency with most previous
studies (Fe abundance is 4.68×10−5 relative to H). (We also
consider versions of these codes, VMEKAL/VRAYMOND,
that allow for the abundances of each element to be different
from solar.)
We account for absorption by our Galaxy using
the photo-electric absorption cross sections according to
Balucin´ska-Church & McCammon (1992). The absorber is
modeled as a uniform screen at zero redshift. To represent
the integrated emission from X-ray binaries we use a pure
thermal bremsstrahlung model (BREM) which is consistent
with the functional form often used to describe the spectrum
of discrete sources in elliptical galaxies (e.g. Kim et al. 1992;
Matsumoto et al. 1997).
Finally, we consider a multiphase cooling flow model
(CF) (Johnstone et al. 1992). This model assumes gas cools
continuously at constant pressure from some upper tempera-
ture, Tmax. The differential emission measure is proportional
to M˙/Λ(T ), where M˙ is the mass deposition rate of gas
cooling out of the flow, and Λ(T ) is the cooling function of
the gas (in our case, the MEKAL plasma code). We remark
that this is arguably the simplest model of a cooling flow
with mass drop-out. The advantage of this particular model
is that it is well studied, relatively easy to compute, and a
good fit to several ellipticals (BF).
All spectral fitting was performed with the software
package XSPEC (Arnaud 1996). We use the exact MEKAL
models in XSPEC (i.e. model parameter “switch” set to 0),
not those derived from interpolating pre-computed tables.
For all fits we used the χ2 method implemented in its stan-
dard form in XSPEC.
In order for the weights to be valid for the χ2 method
we followed the standard procedure and regrouped the PI
bins for each source spectrum so that each group had at
least 20 counts. The background templates, especially for
the summed SIS and GIS data (see end of section 2), also
generally have at least 20 counts when their energy bins are
grouped similarly to the source spectra. The background-
subtracted count rate in a particular group can be small, but
the uncertainties in the source and background are correctly
propagated by XSPEC to guarantee approximately gaus-
sian statistics for the statistical weights (K. Arnaud 1998,
private communication). Note that we did investigate us-
c© 0000 RAS, MNRAS 000, 000–000
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ing larger group sizes (i.e. 50 and 100 counts) but found no
qualitative differences in the best-fitting models.
The normalizations of all model components are fit-
ted separately for each data set. For example, when jointly
fitting multicomponent models to the summed SIS and
summed GIS data the normalizations of each model com-
ponent for the SIS and GIS are free parameters. This is
done to account for differences in the SIS and GIS fluxes
due to small region size differences and gain differences be-
tween the detectors. A side-effect of this procedure is that
in some instances the relative normalizations of the model
components for the SIS can differ qualitatively from those
of the GIS. We discuss these occurrences below. (All of this
also applies to joint fitting of SIS0 and SIS1 data and/or
GIS2 and GIS3 data.)
The procedure we follow for spectral fitting is similar
to that described in BF. That is, we begin by fitting a sin-
gle MEKAL model modified by Galactic absorption (Stark
et al. 1992) where the relative abundances of the elements
with respect to Fe are fixed at their solar values; i.e. the free
parameters are the temperature, metallicity, and normal-
ization. We then examine whether allowing NH to be free
significantly improves the fit; note that any excess absorp-
tion so detected is only an estimate of absorbing material
intrinsic to the galaxy in question (see BF).
We proceed to add other components, one at a time, un-
til all free parameters of consequence have been varied. We
focus on the following combinations of “thermal+discrete”
models where each component is modified by its own absorp-
tion: (1) 1T + BREM, (2) 2T, (3) 2T + BREM, (4) CF+1T,
(5) CF+1T+BREM. (Models having more components do
not significantly improve the fits to the ASCA data.) For
multicomponent models with BREM we restricted the ab-
sorption on the BREM component to be its Galactic value
since the emission from discrete sources is not expected to
suffer from excess absorption. (At any rate, we did not find
much improvement in the fits when allowing the BREM ab-
sorption to be a free parameter.) The cooling flow models
(4) and (5) account for gas that is not participating in the
cooling flow by adding a component of isothermal gas to the
CF model where the temperature of the isothermal compo-
nent is tied to the maximum temperature of the cooling flow
component; e.g. our generic cooling flow model (4) can be
expressed as phabs×CF+phabs×MEKAL, where “phabs”
represents the photo-electric absorption on each component
and TMEKAL = TCF.
Initially, the relative abundances with respect to Fe of
any MEKAL/RS components are fixed at their solar values;
i.e. the Fe abundance is the only abundance which is ini-
tially a free parameter. Once the best-fit versions of models
(1)-(5) have been found, we then investigate allowing the rel-
ative abundances of other elements to be free. We typically
allow the abundances of the following α-process elements,
one at a time, to be free parameters: Si, S, Ar, Mg, Ne, O.
However, we do examine whether allowing the abundances
of other elements can improve the fits of various models. For
multicomponent models the abundance of a particular ele-
ment in one component is tied to the corresponding value
in the other component. (Relaxing this restriction did not
noticeably improve the fits in any case.)
We emphasize that to achieve the global minimum for
the multicomponent models often requires some effort (see
BF). Often the fits land in a local minimum upon first adding
another component to a model. To help correct this problem,
after a fit is completed we always reset a subset of the free
parameters and fit again several times until we are satisfied
that the minimum is stable. Stepping through the parame-
ters when determining confidence limits also was useful in
assessing the stability of the minimum. This is not the most
rigorous method to find the global minimum, but it is at
present the most convenient way to do it in XSPEC.
3.1 Relative importance of SIS and GIS
It is important to understand how much the SIS and GIS
detectors modify an incident galaxy spectrum in order to
interpret the spectral fitting results in the next section. For
this discussion we consider a MEKAL plasma with a tem-
perature of 1 keV, solar abundances, and a redshift and an
emission measure similar to the galaxies in our sample. This
model is plotted in Figure 1.
The most striking features of the plasma are the emis-
sion lines, particularly the complex of Fe L shell lines around
1 keV. These Fe L lines are generally the strongest and
most temperature sensitive lines for elliptical galaxies. Other
prominent lines involve Kα transitions of O, Mg, Si, S, and
Ar. These lines individually tend not to be as sensitive as Fe
L to the plasma temperature, but in tandem are very useful
for probing the plasma emission measure distribution. We
refer the reader to Buote et al. (1998) for a discussion of the
temperature sensitivity of these lines for models of elliptical
galaxies.
Much of the information provided by these lines is lost
when folded through the responses of the SIS and GIS detec-
tors. However, the degradation in the folded data is far from
equal in the two cases. In Figure 1 we plot the 1 keV plasma
model folded through the SIS and GIS responses. For the
sake of visual clarity the folded spectrum of each detector is
shown separately. We also provide a separate panel in Figure
1 showing both the SIS and GIS spectra to facilitate visual
comparison of the effective area as a function of energy of
the detectors.
The superior energy resolution of the SIS allows the
He-like and H-like Kα line blends of Si and S to be clearly
resolved (though S XVI ly-α is weak). In contrast, these He-
like and H-like line complexes are unresolved by the GIS;
i.e. only the blends of the combined He-like and H-like Kα
lines are apparent. Significant structure of the Fe L complex,
though unresolved, is readily apparent in the SIS unlike the
GIS.
Given the importance of the Fe L lines and the other
emission lines around 2-3 keV, it is significant that the count
rate of the SIS is larger than the GIS, particularly near 1
keV where the ratio of count rates is ∼ 5 : 1. In fact, the
count rate of the GIS only exceeds the SIS for energies above
∼ 7 keV where the count rate is very low in both detectors.
Considering as well that the GIS does not have reli-
able data below <∼ 0.8 keV where there is significant Fe L
emission, it is clear that for elliptical galaxies the SIS data
possess much more information than the GIS data and thus
the SIS provides the most important constraints on the tem-
peratures and abundances of these systems. These proper-
ties must be kept in mind when assessing the quality of the
spectral fits to which we now turn our attention.
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3.2 Quality of fits: isothermal vs multiphase
models
In this section we address our primary objective to deter-
mine whether broad-band fits to the ASCA spectra using
models consisting of a single temperature component of hot
gas and a bremsstrahlung component representing discrete
sources (i.e. 1T+BREM) are of comparable quality to fits
consisting of at least two temperature components of hot
gas (i.e. 2T, 2T+BREM, CF+1T, and CF+1T+BREM).
The quality of the fits and the general properties of the
best-fitting parameters are examined in this section. We de-
fer detailed discussion of the derived model parameters to
section 3.3.
Whereas BF emphasized joint fitting of the SIS0 and
SIS1 data for each available observation, we focus on analy-
sis of the total summed SIS data fitted jointly to the summed
GIS data (see end of section 2). In addition to the gain in
S/N offered by using the summed data (which is also impor-
tant for studying individual lines – see section 4), the spec-
tral analysis and presentation is simplified greatly since only
two spectra (i.e. the total SIS and GIS) need to be simulta-
neously modeled for each galaxy. We discuss the reliability
of using the summed data sets in section 3.3.1 below.
In Table 3 we list the χ2 values and null hypothesis
probabilities (P ) for the best-fitting models of each galaxy
fitted jointly to the summed SIS and summed GIS data.
We plot in Figures 2, 3, and 4 a subset of the best-fitting
models listed in Table 3 for NGC 1399. The Fe abundance
is a free parameter in all of the fits. Results where relative
abundances of the elements with respect to Fe are either
held fixed at their solar values (fix) or allowed to vary (var)
are presented for the the 1T+BREM and 2T+BREM mod-
els; the 2T model with variable relative abundances is not
displayed because the values of the derived abundances and
the improvement in χ2 are very similar to the 2T+BREM
model in all cases. Only fixed relative abundance results are
given for the cooling flow models because the current im-
plementation of the cooling flow model does not allow for
variable relative abundances owing to prohibitive computa-
tional expense.
3.2.1 MEKAL models
Let us consider the joint fits to the SIS and GIS data where
the MEKAL plasma code is used for the model components
of hot gas, and let us presently focus on the models with
fixed relative abundances. Examination of Table 3 reveals
that NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044 behave quite
similarly when fitted by the models shown. The 1T+BREM
models are strongly excluded (P ≪ 1) for all of the galaxies.
From examination of the residuals in Figure 2 it is clear that
the poor fits of the 1T+BREM models are mostly the result
of the SIS data in the Fe L energy region ∼ 0.7 keV - 1.4
keV.
If instead of the 1T+BREM model we consider a model
with two plasma temperature components (i.e. 2T model)
we find that the fits for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC
5044 are substantially improved essentially as a result of re-
ducing the magnitude of the SIS residuals near 1 keV present
in the fits of the 1T+BREM models. The fits of NGC 1399
and NGC 4472 are further improved when adding a BREM
component (2T+BREM), though the reduction in χ2 is not
so large as those observed between the 1T+BREM and 2T
cases. The fit of the 2T+BREM model of NGC 4472 is for-
mally very acceptable (P = 0.42) while those for NGC 1399
and NGC 5044 are formally marginal (P ∼ 0.01). However,
as is clear from Figure 3, these models provide quite sat-
isfactory fits considering their simplicity. The cooling flow
models for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044 behave
almost exactly as the two-temperature models except that
they have slightly lower quality fits as quantified by P .
NGC 4636, which has lower emission weighted tem-
perature (T ∼ 0.7 keV) than the others, has a qualita-
tively different behavior than the other galaxies. Not only
is the 1T+BREM model indicated to be highly unaccept-
able, replacing the BREM with another MEKAL compo-
nent does not improve the fit significantly. However, the
2T+BREM model is a much better fit than 1T+BREM,
although it is still not formally acceptable. Similarly, the
CF+1T model behaves as a pure CF model and has a larger
χ2 than the 1T+BREM model. A noticeable improvement
in the fit is achieved when adding a BREM component,
though again the contribution of the 1T component is negli-
gible; i.e. CF+1T+BREM ≈ CF+BREM. Hence, it is clear
that P is substantially improved for NGC 4636 when a
bremsstrahlung component is added to the multitempera-
ture models (as is the case for NGC 1399 and NGC 4472
but to a lesser extent).
When the relative abundances of the elements with
respect to Fe are allowed to vary the 1T+BREM models
are improved significantly; typically only the relative abun-
dances of the α-process elements Si, S, Ar, Mg, Ne, and O
were varied separately in these fits, though in some cases
other elements were varied as well (see below). (Note, con-
sistent with BF, we do not find improvement in the fits
when the α-process elements were tied together and fitted
as one parameter.) For NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC
5044 these 1T+BREM models are still poor fits (P ≪ 1)
and have much larger values of χ2 than do the multitemper-
ature models with fixed relative abundances. However, for
NGC 4636 the 1T+BREM variable abundance model is only
marginally unacceptable (P ∼ 10−4) and provides a bet-
ter fit than the multitemperature models with fixed relative
abundances. Allowing for variable relative abundances in the
two temperature models only yields modest reductions in χ2
except for NGC 4636 where the change is substantial and
results in a reasonably good fit.
The relative abundances with respect to Fe obtained
from the fits of the 1T+BREM models for some α-process
elements differ markedly from their solar values. For NGC
1399 and NGC 4472 we find that the key improvements in χ2
for these models are the result of reducing the abundances
of O, Ne, and Mg such that ZO,Ne ≈ 0 and ZMg ≪ ZFe.
For NGC 5044, the Nickel abundance is the most important.
(The next important effect is allowing the oxygen abundance
to go to zero analogously to NGC 1399 and NGC 4472.) It
is clear that these abundances are primarily the result of the
1T+BREM model trying to minimize the SIS residuals near
1 keV (see Figure 2) since over the ASCA energy band these
elements have their strongest emission lines (O VIII, Ne X,
Mg XI and XII, Ni L shell) in the Fe-L energy region (with
the exception of O VII and Ni K shell).
Similar results hold for NGC 4636 except that varying
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Table 3. Quality of Spectral Fits
1T+BREM 2T 2T+BREM CF+1T CF+1T+BREM
Fix Var Fix Fix Var Fix Fix
N1399:
MEKAL P 1.9e-17 1.4e-8 2.7e-6 1.4e-2 3.1e-2 3.6e-9 2.9e-4
(χ2/dof) (651.6/373) (539.1/368) (509.3/372) (431.3/369) (414.8/363) (553.2/373) (473.0/372)
RS P 2.2e-16 9.1e-6 3.8e-14 9.4e-10 2.0e-3 · · · · · ·
(χ2/dof) (640.1/373) (496.0/368) (613.9/372) (556.3/369) (446.4/364) · · · · · ·
N4472:
MEKAL P 5.3e-16 2.7e-9 5.5e-3 0.44 0.66 5.0e-4 2.8e-2
(χ2/dof) (624.3/364) (537.9/359) (435.2/363) (363.6/360) (342.5/354) (459.3/364) (413.9/361)
RS P 3.4e-6 9.4e-3 6.3e-5 1.2e-3 3.9e-2 · · · · · ·
(χ2/dof) (498.3/364) (424.9/359) (475.6/363) (446.9/360) (404.4/356) · · · · · ·
N4636:
MEKAL P 1.5e-39 1.3e-4 3.2e-39 5.4e-9 1.0e-2 0.00 5.6e-20
(χ2/dof) (1346/727) (867.2/720) (1342/726) (961.9/723) (806.9/716) (1786/727) (1126/724)
RS P 0.00 1.1e-40 0.00 0.00 2.9e-10 · · · · · ·
(χ2/dof) (1826/727) (1349/721) (1822/726) (1586/723) (977.0/717) · · · · · ·
N5044:
MEKAL P 2.0e-24 1.3e-8 5.6e-3 7.8e-3 · · · 1.2e-6 2.1e-5
(χ2/dof) (610.0/293) (439.6/286) (357.0/292) (350.4/289) · · · (420.4/292) (398.1/289)
RS P 2.5e-9 1.9e-8 1.9e-11 6.1e-11 2.2e-6 · · · · · ·
(χ2/dof) (457.3/293) (438.8/287) (481.4/292) (471.6/289) (405.8/283) · · · · · ·
The χ2 null hypothesis probability (P ), the value of χ2, and the number of degrees of freedom (dof) are listed for each model fitted jointly
to the SIS and GIS data with normalizations of each data set free parameters. Models where the relative abundances of the elements with
respect to Fe are fixed at their solar values are denoted by “fix” and those that allow variable relative abundances are denoted by “var”.
“MEKAL” and “RS” indicate whether the 1T and/or 2T thermal plasma components are computed using the MEKAL or Raymond-Smith
models respectively. See text for further explanation of these fits.
the abundances of each of the α-process elements and Nickel
significantly improves χ2. Allowing the Na abundance to
be a free parameter gives the largest improvement of any
element, with Mg showing the next best improvement. (The
energies of the strongest Na lines are at ∼ 1.1 keV for the He-
like ion and 1.24 keV for the the H-like ion.) The resulting
Na abundance, though uncertain, is many times solar; note
that NGC 1399 has a small χ2 improvement if Na is allowed
to be a free parameter and also implies a super-solar Na
abundance. (These abundances are discussed in more detail
in section 3.3.)
In contrast, as stated above, for NGC 1399, NGC 4472,
and NGC 5044 the 2T and 2T+BREM models with rela-
tive abundances with respect to Fe fixed at their solar val-
ues are superior fits to all of the 1T+BREM models. We
do not find significant improvement for these galaxies when
the relative abundances are varied, although for NGC 4472
the best-fit O abundance is lower than Fe and for NGC
1399 the best-fit O and Mg abundances are lower than Fe.
However, these abundances are consistent with the Fe abun-
dances within their 90% error estimates. The abundances for
the two-temperature fits of NGC 4636 behave similarly as
for their 1T+BREM models.
3.2.2 Comparison to Raymond-Smith
It is necessary to address the extent to which our results
depend on the accuracy of the plasma code. This is espe-
cially important since the key constraints arise from the SIS
data near 1 keV where emission lines from the Fe L shell,
which are not so accurately modeled as are the K shell emis-
sion lines, dominate the emission. In particular, can reason-
able inaccuracies in the plasma code make a spectrum that
is actually 1T+BREM look like a 2T and/or 2T+BREM
spectrum?
A simple way to test this is to perform the same fits of
the previous section and replace the MEKAL plasma model
with that of Raymond-Smith (1977, and updates; hereafter
RS). Both the MEKAL and RS plasma codes are identical
in their treatment of the ionization balance as given by Ar-
naud & Raymond (1992) for Fe and Arnaud & Rothenflug
(1985) for the the other elements. However, the RS code
has many fewer lines than does MEKAL, and, more impor-
tantly, it does not incorporate the improved calculations of
the Fe L shell lines by Liedahl et al. (1995). Although this is
not intended as an exhaustive test of all possible problems
with the modeling of the Fe L energy region, comparing the
results of fitting MEKAL and RS models does give a fair ap-
praisal of the magnitude of the differences of temperatures
and abundances due to significantly different modeling of
the Fe L shell emission lines.
In analogy to the MEKAL fits of the previous section,
we list the null hypothesis probabilities and χ2 values for
corresponding models in Table 3. Similarly, the RS fits of
1T+BREM and 2T+BREM models for NGC 1399 are dis-
played in Figure 4. Inspection of Table 3 reveals that, as
would be expected, it is again the SIS data in the Fe L shell
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Figure 2. Best fitting 1T+BREM models for NGC 1399 for the cases where (1) the relative abundances with respect to Fe are fixed
at their solar values (top panels) and (2) the relative abundances are allowed to vary (bottom panels). The models are fit jointly to the
SIS and GIS data, but the fits and residuals are shown separately for clarity. The 1T component corresponds to a MEKAL model. See
text for further explanation of these models
Figure 3. As Figure 2 except displayed are the best-fitting 2T+BREM (left) and CF+1T+BREM (right) models. Although each
model is fitted jointly to the SIS and GIS data, only the SIS data are shown because the relatively featureless GIS residual patterns are
essentially indistinguishable from those in Figure 2.
energy region (see Figure 4) which figure most prominently
in the model constraints.
In contrast to the fits with the MEKAL code, the
1T+BREM models with variable relative abundances fit
better than two-temperature models that have fixed rela-
tive abundances. When allowing for variable relative abun-
dances the two-temperature models do fit better than the
corresponding isothermal models similar to the models with
fixed relative abundances. The relative abundances for these
two-temperature models are similar to the isothermal mod-
els.
Eliminating the Mg abundance is important for both
the isothermal and two-temperature RS models. In Figure
4 the prominent absorption feature in the residuals of the
c© 0000 RAS, MNRAS 000, 000–000
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Figure 4. As Figure 3 except that Raymond-Smith (RS) code is used for the 1T and 2T model components.
SIS data near 1.5 keV (i.e. near Mg XII ly-α) for the models
with fixed relative abundances can be partially compensated
for by lowering the Mg abundance to zero. However, as indi-
cated by the residuals of the corresponding variable relative
abundance models this procedure does not remove all of the
residuals near 1.5 keV.
The best MEKAL model fits (i.e. 2T+BREM) are much
better than any fit using RS; this result agrees with the pre-
vious study of BF who analyzed the ASCA data of these
galaxies using 1T and 2T MEKAL/RS models. Moreover,
the relative abundances of several elements with respect to
Fe are required to be very different from their solar val-
ues for the best 1T+BREM and multitemperature RS fits
whereas the multitemperature fits with MEKAL models (ex-
cept for NGC 4636) provide acceptable fits for the relative
abundances fixed at their solar values.
Problems with older plasma codes like RS near 1.5 keV
arising from inaccurate 4-2 Fe L transitions were first sug-
gested from analysis of ASCA data of the Centaurus clus-
ter by Fabian et al. (1994). These authors were able to
obtain substantially better fits when the energies near 1.5
keV were excluded. Indeed, for NGC 1399 and NGC 4472
which have the highest temperatures in our sample and thus
have the most important contribution from the Fe L lines
near 1.5 keV, we find significant improvements in the RS
fits if we exclude the energies 1.35-1.55 keV. In particular,
the two-temperature models with fixed relative abundances
now are better fits than all the 1T+BREM models; e.g., for
NGC 1399 we obtain (χ2/dof/P = 422.2/342/2.0e-3) for the
1T+BREM variable abundance model and (402.1/341/1.3e-
2) for the 2T+BREM fixed relative abundance model. Note,
however, that the residuals near 1 keV are still present (as
in Figure 4) and thus even when the energies 1.35-1.55 keV
are excluded the resulting fits are not as good as with the
MEKAL plasma code.
3.2.3 Overall assessment
The spectra of the galaxies in our sample generally are better
described by models with two thermal plasma components
regardless of whether the MEKAL or RS plasma code is
employed in the fits; note that it is the SIS data that pro-
vide the key constraints. The temperatures derived for the
two-temperature MEKAL and RS models are similar and
imply multiple phases of hot gas, although the precise val-
ues obtained from the MEKAL and RS models differ to some
degree as expected (see section 3.3). Given the differences
in the modeling of the Fe L shell transitions between these
codes, it is evident that such differences are insufficient to
cause a spectrum that is actually 1T+BREM to masquerade
as a 2T or 2T+BREM system.
The 2T and 2T+BREM models using the MEKAL code
with the relative abundances fixed at the solar values are
superior fits to all 1T+BREM MEKAL models. Moreover,
these two-temperature MEKAL models provide substan-
tially better fits than the 1T+BREM, 2T, and 2T+BREM
models which employ the RS code, even when allowing the
relative abundances with respect to Fe to vary in the RS
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models. The key differences are in the Fe L energy region
(∼ 0.7 − 1.4 keV) where the best-fitting two-temperature
MEKAL models have negligible residuals (Figure 3) in con-
trast to the substantial residuals obtained for all best-fit RS
models investigated (Figure 4); i.e. the residuals arising from
the known errors in the Fe L emission near 1.5 keV of the
RS code cannot be removed by adding another temperature
component.
Hence, these ASCA data (particularly the SIS) demon-
strate that the MEKAL plasma code (as expected) is signif-
icantly more accurate than the RS code for the important
energies ∼ 0.7−1.4 keV, and the small residuals for the best-
fitting two-temperature MEKAL models imply that remain-
ing inaccuracies in the Fe L energy region for the MEKAL
code are insufficient to change qualitatively the results for
data of the present quality. Consequently, the results ob-
tained for the models using the MEKAL code should be
given precedence over the corresponding results using the
RS code.
We thus conclude from the broad-band spectral anal-
ysis that (except for possibly NGC 4636) isothermal
(1T+BREM) models cannot provide acceptable fits to the
ASCA data within the r ∼ 5′ apertures of these galaxies.
3.3 Detailed properties of models
3.3.1 Calibration and systematic errors
We have examined the reliability of analyzing the summed
SIS and summed GIS data for the galaxies in our sample
and find that the best-fitting parameters we derived from
fitting the summed data sets generally differ by < 10% from
those derived from simultaneous fitting of the available SIS0,
SIS1, GIS2, and GIS3 data sets; usually, the results agree to
within a few percent.
For example, consider a 2T MEKAL model (no BREM)
fitted to the NGC 1399 SIS data. When fitting the summed
SIS data we obtain best-fitting values of Z = 1.04Z⊙ for
the metallicity and NcH = 3.1 × 10
21 cm−2 and Tc = 0.76
(keV) for the colder component and NhH = 0.4 × 10
21 cm−2
and Th = 1.72 (keV) for the hotter component. If instead
we simultaneously fit the SIS0 and SIS1 data for the two
observation sequences listed in Table 2 (i.e. a total of four
data sets) we obtain best-fitting values of Z = 1.07Z⊙ for
the metallicity and NcH = 3.1 × 10
21 cm−2 and Tc = 0.76
(keV) for the colder component and NhH = 0.4 × 10
21 cm−2
and Th = 1.72 (keV) for the hotter component. Hence, the
potential inaccuracies involved in combining the individual
SIS0/SIS1 and GIS2/GIS3 data appear to be unimportant
for the data of the elliptical galaxies in our present study.
We also find this level of agreement with our previous
study (BF) which included ASCA data of these galaxies
where the simultaneous fitting of the available SIS0 and SIS1
data was emphasized. In BF we tied together the values of
NH for the colder and hotter components of two-temperature
models. However, we have examined the actual data sets
that were reduced and analyzed by BF and have obtained
results consistent with those stated above when untying the
NH values. That is, the differences in calibration and data
reduction between our study and that of BF do not result in
significant differences in the best-fit column densities, tem-
peratures, and abundances.
We do find some evidence for errors in the calibration
of the photon energies for the SIS and GIS data. For the
galaxies in our sample the fits are generally improved when
the redshifts of the SIS and GIS data are allowed to be free
parameters. For the example above of the 2T model fitted
to the summed SIS and summed GIS data of NGC 1399, the
value of χ2 is lowered by 35 (372 dof) when the redshifts are
allowed to be free parameters. In this case the best-fitting
redshift for the SIS is zero and for the GIS ∼ 0.03 which
implies energy shifts of ∼ 10 eV at 2 keV for the SIS and
∼ 50 eV for the GIS. (The magnitude of these shifts are not
overly sensitive to the model.) These shifts are due to known
calibration problems. (See the ASCA GOF WWW pages.)
In particular the relatively large shift for the GIS is the result
of the energy scale of the GIS RMF being slightly wrong
below the Xe-L edge (4.8 keV). (Note that the magnitudes
of these shifts are similar if we instead simultaneously fit the
SIS0, SIS1, GIS2, and GIS3 data.)
Hence, to account for these (small) calibration errors in
the energy scale of the RMFs we always allow the redshifts
to be free parameters in our fits; i.e. the model components
fitted to the SIS data have one redshift, and those compo-
nents fitted to the GIS data have a different redshift. Once
the best-fitting model is found we freeze the redshifts at their
best-fit values for determining error bars on other interest-
ing parameters. This is done to speed up the computations
and has no discernible effect on the sizes of the error bars
obtained for the other parameters.
For NGC 4636 we find important differences between
the SIS0 and SIS1 data at low energies that are not apparent
in the data of the other galaxies. In Figure 5 we plot the
SIS0 and SIS1 spectral data of NGC 4636 along with the
best-fitting 1T+BREM model obtained from joint fitting of
the SIS0 and SIS1 data (relative abundances fixed at solar;
BREM component modified by Galactic absorption). Above
∼ 0.8 keV the residuals of the fit are similar for the SIS0
and SIS1 data as would be expected. However, there is a
noticeable discrepancy below ∼ 0.8 keV where the residuals
of the SIS0 fit lie above those of the SIS1.
These differences at low energies translate to slightly
different column densities inferred by the SIS0 and SIS1. If
the SIS0 and SIS1 are fitted separately with the 1T+BREM
model, we obtain NH = (1.1, 1.5) × 10
21 cm−2 for the
(SIS0,SIS1) respectively with statistical uncertainties of ∼
10% percent. We are unable to affect these low energy dif-
ferences by changing the event selection criteria of the data.
Most importantly, no effect is seen when selecting data with
minimal contamination from solar X-rays (i.e. mkf parame-
ter “sunshine=0”).
Differences in NH of ∼ 0.2 × 10
21 cm−2 between the
SIS0 and SIS1 are expected due to remaining calibration er-
rors in the low energy response of the SIS (see Orr et al.
1998 and the ASCA GOF WWW pages). Although the dif-
ferences in NH for NGC 4636 are about a factor of 2 larger,
the discrepancy is reduced to expected levels when the rela-
tive abundances are allowed to be free parameters. We have
verified that the PV-phase data analyzed by BF also shows
these discrepancies, but the effect is of lower significance
because of the lower S/N and, presumably, because these
calibration errors are smaller for the data taken during the
PV-phase (ASCA GOF WWW pages).
However, it should be emphasized that the Fe abun-
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Figure 5. The SIS0 (crosses) and SIS1 (diamonds) data of NGC 4636 plotted along with the best-fitting 1T+BREM model (relative
abundances with respect to Fe fixed at solar) that is fitted jointly to the two data sets. Note in particular the residuals of the model
below ∼ 0.8 keV where the SIS0 deviations systematically lie above those of the SIS1 in contrast to the excellent agreement seen at other
energies. This is evidence of a relative error in the calibration of the SIS0 and SIS1 response similar to that described for some other
sources on the ASCA GOF WWW pages. See text in section 3.3.1 for details.
dance is also affected by these differences in NH; i.e. ZFe ≈
0.3Z⊙ for the model fitted to the SIS0 data and ZFe ≈
0.5Z⊙ for the SIS1 data. If the relative abundances are var-
ied, this discrepancy for Fe remains but the ratios of other
elements to Fe (e.g. Si/Fe) are the same for the SIS0 and
SIS1 within statistical errors. The results for these parame-
ters listed below using the summed SIS data thus reflect an
average of the results from the SIS0 and SIS1 data.
3.3.2 Isothermal models
Recall that our isothermal model (1T+BREM) actually has
two components where the first component is an isother-
mal coronal plasma (MEKAL or RS) modified by variable
photo-electric absorption, and the second component is ther-
mal bremsstrahlung modified by absorption fixed at the
appropriate Galactic value. We shall focus on the models
with variable relative abundances since they provided supe-
rior fits for each galaxy (see Table 3 in section 3.2). How-
ever, in most cases the results we obtain for the temper-
atures (plasma and bremsstrahlung), column densities, and
Fe abundances of these variable abundance models are quite
similar to the case where the relative abundances are fixed
at their solar values.
Our procedure for varying the relative abundances with
respect to Fe begins with the best-fitting model with relative
abundances fixed at the solar values. Then we proceed to
untie the abundances of the α-process elements Si, S, Mg,
Ne, and O; a new best-fit model is found after each element
is freed. After fitting these parameters we examined whether
untying any other elements improved the fits.
In Table 4 we list the best-fitting parameters and 90%
confidence limits determined for these 1T+BREM models.
We again refer the reader to Figures 2 and 4 for plots of
the 1T+BREM models for NGC 1399 and to Figure 6 for
NGC 4636. Related single-temperature fits to the SIS data
of NGC 4472 and NGC 5044 are presented in Figure 1 of
BF. (The 1T MEKAL models presented in Figure 1 of BF
have relative abundances fixed at solar and do not include
a BREM component. However, the pattern of residuals is
very similar to the 1T+BREM variable relative abundance
models.)
The galaxies NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044
have similar spectral properties. Each has T ∼ 1 keV for
the plasma component and, except for NGC 5044, has a
bremsstrahlung temperature at least as high as 6 keV. These
high bremsstrahlung temperatures are consistent with emis-
sion from discrete sources in these systems (e.g. Canizares et
al. 1987; Kim et al. 1992). The hot plasma components dom-
inate these systems with the bremsstrahlung components
contributing only ∼ 0.1% to the total emission measures.
In the case of NGC 5044, the bremsstrahlung tempera-
ture is T ≈ 2 keV which is inconsistent with emission from
discrete sources and rather indicates a contribution from an-
other plasma component in NGC 5044. For the 1T+BREM
MEKAL model of NGC 5044 the larger relative contribution
(∼ 1%) of this bremsstrahlung component to the total emis-
sion measure also supports a plasma origin since NGC 5044,
which has a larger Lx/LB ratio than the other galaxies, is
expected to have a smaller relative contribution to its X-ray
emission by discrete sources (e.g. Kim et al. 1992; BF).
Excess absorption above the Galactic value is also indi-
cated for these three galaxies. For NGC 1399 and NGC 4472
the modest excess NH implied by the MEKAL model is ap-
proximately 0.2-0.3×1021 cm−2 which is probably significant
within the uncertainties in the low energy calibration of the
SIS as discussed in section 3.3.1. (The columns inferred us-
ing the RS model are within a factor of 2 of these values.)
However, for NGC 5044 the inferred (MEKAL) NH exceeds
the Galactic value by over 1×1021 cm−2. These values of NH
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Table 4. Parameters of Isothermal and Two-Temperature Models
NGC 1399 NGC 4472 NGC 5044 NGC 4636
MEKAL RS MEKAL RS MEKAL RS MEKAL RS
Isothermal Model
1T:
NH (10
21 cm−2) 0.45+0.13
−0.14
0.66+0.19
−0.16
0.37+0.17
−0.15
0.72+0.28
−0.26
1.74+0.46
−0.42
0.74+0.22
−0.18
0.24+0.19
−0.19
0.43+0.13
−0.12
T (keV) 1.25+0.02
−0.02 1.11
+0.01
−0.01 1.04
+0.02
−0.02 1.02
+0.02
−0.02 0.70
+0.02
−0.02 0.95
+0.02
−0.02 0.66
+0.01
−0.01 0.66
+0.01
−0.01
EMsis 10.37
+0.66
−0.75 10.41
+0.94
−1.54 10.56
+1.05
−1.01 10.29
+0.97
−1.47 23.79
+9.72
−14.16 25.48
+3.45
−3.06 2.93
+1.11
−1.18 8.88
+0.63
−0.60
EMgis 15.80
+1.02
−1.12
15.88+1.42
−2.34
15.36+1.52
−1.50
15.54+1.42
−2.27
33.64+14.36
−20.12
38.43+5.69
−5.02
3.79+1.43
−1.52
11.17+0.76
−0.73
Fe 0.35+0.03
−0.03
0.43+0.08
−0.05
0.28+0.03
−0.03
0.41+0.08
−0.05
0.22+0.35
−0.07
0.31+0.04
−0.03
0.80+0.48
−0.21
0.16+0.02
−0.02
O 0.00+0.05
−0.00 0.00
+0.15
−0.00 0.00
+0.06
−0.00 0.09
+0.23
−0.09 0.24
+0.47
−0.18 0.00
+0.12
−0.00 0.46
+0.29
−0.16 0.14
+0.06
−0.05
Ne 0.00+0.07
−0.00
0.03+0.26
−0.03
0.00+0.07
−0.00
0.00+0.16
−0.00
1.18+1.78
−0.36
0.00+0.05
−0.00
2.16+1.44
−0.62
0.00+0.03
−0.00
Mg 0.01+0.13
−0.01
0.00+0.02
−0.00
0.10+0.10
−0.10
0.00+0.10
−0.00
0.36+0.61
−0.14
0.15+0.07
−0.06
1.83+1.28
−0.54
0.30+0.04
−0.04
Si 0.45+0.08
−0.07 0.43
+0.08
−0.07 0.40
+0.07
−0.07 0.40
+0.09
−0.06 0.50
+0.72
−0.15 0.30
+0.07
−0.05 1.69
+1.13
−0.47 0.50
+0.05
−0.04
S 0.40+0.11
−0.10
0.44+0.12
−0.11
0.48+0.11
−0.12
0.49+0.14
−0.12
0.65+0.86
−0.22
0.28+0.09
−0.08
2.42+0.67
−0.32
0.83+0.12
−0.11
Na · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 21+16
−7
· · ·
Ni · · · · · · · · · · · · 3.17+5.10
−1.06 0.53
+0.18
−0.15 0.00
+0.26
−0.00 1.96
+0.19
−0.17
BREM:
T (keV) > 14 > 6 > 7 > 6 1.93+0.97
−0.49 3.58
+3.31
−1.28 5.22
+2.58
−1.29 > 17
EMsis 0.11
+0.03
−0.03
0.12+0.08
−0.03
0.07+0.05
−0.03
0.08+0.04
−0.04
0.59+0.62
−0.30
0.07+0.07
−0.04
0.07+0.02
−0.01
0.08+0.01
−0.01
EMgis 0.20
+0.05
−0.05 0.18
+0.12
−0.04 0.15
+0.07
−0.05 0.16
+0.05
−0.07 1.12
+0.96
−0.51 0.21
+0.18
−0.10 0.09
+0.02
−0.02 0.08
+0.01
−0.01
Two-Temperature Model
2T:
(colder+hotter)
Nc
H
(1021 cm−2) 4.91+0.64
−0.89
5.40+1.85
−4.36
2.86+0.62
−0.93
5.93+3.69
−1.53
2.47+0.51
−0.61
7.79+2.21
−2.61
0.02+0.01
−0.01
0.81+0.41
−0.39
Nh
H
(1021 cm−2) 0.07+0.32
−0.07 0.34
+0.29
−0.34 0.04
+0.70
−0.04 0.16
+0.51
−0.16 0.63
+0.42
−0.36 0.51
+0.29
−0.38 0.24
+0.41
−0.24 4.78
+0.44
−0.20
Tc (keV) 0.69
+0.03
−0.03
0.71+0.27
−0.07
0.72+0.03
−0.03
0.71+0.25
−0.27
0.70+0.02
−0.03
0.56+0.12
−0.10
0.52+0.05
−0.06
0.24+0.01
−0.01
Th (keV) 1.54
+0.08
−0.07
1.27+0.30
−0.06
1.39+0.11
−0.09
1.06+0.02
−0.03
1.23+0.07
−0.06
0.97+0.02
−0.02
0.76+0.03
−0.03
0.71+0.01
−0.01
EMc
sis
2.49+0.82
−0.71 3.67
+2.97
−1.64 1.67
+0.77
−0.79 4.22
+1.60
−1.45 12.92
+3.08
−2.85 15.32
+26.37
−8.77 1.75
+0.37
−0.45 4.29
+2.60
−1.31
EMc
gis
2.92+1.46
−1.38
5.14+5.12
−4.27
3.15+1.64
−1.15
4.79+6.64
−1.23
10.05+6.11
−8.07
11.71+39.57
−11.71
0.00+0.55
−0.00
5.34+3.20
−1.57
EMh
sis
2.32+0.81
−0.70
6.65+1.21
−2.09
1.30+1.00
−0.69
4.79+0.98
−1.69
9.63+1.88
−1.62
19.22+4.25
−6.70
2.37+0.60
−0.55
4.33+1.22
−1.03
EMh
gis
4.39+1.63
−1.40
10.78+2.32
−3.33
1.54+1.25
−0.72
6.92+1.69
−2.62
21.56+5.72
−4.45
30.67+8.73
−11.04
4.69+1.33
−1.29
5.81+1.61
−1.29
Fe 1.62+0.74
−0.61 0.61
+0.25
−0.10 2.00
+2.40
−0.97 0.61
+0.30
−0.13 0.57
+0.10
−0.08 0.41
+0.18
−0.06 0.73
+0.28
−0.16 0.99
+0.45
−0.29
O · · · 0.10+0.37
−0.10 · · · 0.25
+0.47
−0.25 · · · 0.11
+0.20
−0.11 0.39
+0.23
−0.14 0.14
+0.04
−0.05
Ne · · · 0.76+0.53
−0.44
· · · 0.28+0.44
−0.26
· · · 0.00+0.15
−0.00
0.92+0.26
−0.28
2.42+1.11
−0.74
Mg · · · 0.00+0.16
−0.00 · · · 0.18
+0.19
−0.11 · · · 0.21
+0.14
−0.07 1.40
+0.57
−0.35 1.25
+0.51
−0.36
Si · · · 0.55+0.13
−0.11 · · · 0.52
+0.21
−0.12 · · · 0.36
+0.10
−0.07 1.24
+0.46
−0.29 1.20
+0.40
−0.30
S · · · 0.55+0.18
−0.13
· · · 0.68+0.29
−0.18
· · · 0.36+0.11
−0.10
1.64+0.46
−0.36
1.46+0.40
−0.19
Na · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 15+5
−4
· · ·
Ni · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 0.83+0.34
−0.24 0.00
+0.15
−0.00 4.92
+0.99
−1.30
BREM:
T (keV) 5(> 3) > 5 3.23+1.35
−0.77
5.46+3.21
−1.75
· · · 2.65+1.29
−0.70
9 > 5 > 12
EMsis 0.16
+0.23
−0.07
0.10+0.08
−0.03
0.18+0.06
−0.05
1.59+0.33
−0.56
· · · 0.15+0.11
−0.07
0.06+0.02
−0.01
0.05+0.03
−0.01
EMgis 0.21
+0.32
−0.11 0.16
+0.12
−0.04 0.32
+0.16
−0.15 2.29
+0.56
−0.87 · · · 0.38
+0.24
−0.16 0.06
+0.02
−0.01 0.05
+0.03
−0.01
Best-fitting values and 90% confidence limits on one interesting parameter (∆χ2 = 2.71) are listed for selected isothermal and two-
temperature models jointly fit to the SIS and GIS data. We list results for each model using both the MEKAL and Raymond-Smith
(RS) plasma codes. (See Table 3 for the χ2 values of these models.) The isothermal models are 1T+BREM models with variable relative
abundances. Only the abundances listed with error estimates are free parameters; the remaining abundances (not listed) and those with
“· · ·” are tied to Fe. All abundances are quoted in units of their (photospheric) solar values (Anders & Grevesse 1989). The emission
measures (EM) are quoted in units of 10−17nenpV/4πD2 similar to what is done in XSPEC. (We have converted the BREM emission
measures to this standard as well.) The BREM component is also modified by photo-electric absorption fixed at the Galactic value (see
Table 1). For the two-temperature models the abundances for the colder and hotter temperature components are tied together in the fits.
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Figure 6. Best-fitting 1T+BREM (MEKAL) model with variable relative abundances for NGC 4636. The models are fitted jointly to
the SIS and GIS data, and for display purposes only the energy bins above ∼ 5 keV have been re-binned such that S/N > 3 in each bin.
The parameters of these plots are listed in Tables 4 and 5.
Figure 7. As Figure 6 except the 2T+BREM and CF+1T+BREM models are displayed. Although these models were fitted jointly to
the SIS and GIS data, only the SIS data are shown.
depend on the model, but excess absorption in the brightest
ellipticals appears to be common (BF).
These results for the temperatures and column densi-
ties generally agree with previous studies that have fit sim-
ilar 1T and/or 1T+BREM models to the SIS and GIS data
of these galaxies (or 2T models to only the GIS data); e.g.
Awaki et al. 1994; Matsushita et al. 1994; Fukazawa et al.
1996; Arimoto et al. 1997; Matsumoto et al. 1997; BF. Sim-
ilar agreement is found for the Fe abundances. We find that
ZFe ∼ 0.3(< 0.5)Z⊙ for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC
5044 for these models, and we again remark that these val-
ues are essentially unchanged for models where the relative
abundances of the elements are fixed at their solar values.
The Si and S abundances are consistent with Fe for
NGC 1399 and the RS models of NGC 4472 and NGC 5044,
but they exceed Fe for the MEKAL models of NGC 4472
and NGC 5044. The Si and S abundances obtained for the
RS models are consistent with previous published results for
NGC 4472 (Awaki et al. 1994) and NGC 5044 (Fukazawa
et al. 1996) considering the small differences in calibration,
extraction regions, and background between those studies
and ours.
In contrast to previous studies, we find that varying
each of the O, Ne, and Mg abundances has an important
contribution to lowering χ2 and each abundance is, for the
most part, very different from Fe. The O, Ne, and Mg abun-
dances are approximately zero for NGC 1399 and NGC 4472.
This situation is similar for NGC 5044 for the RS case, but
when the plasma component is a MEKAL model the O and
Mg abundances are essentially consistent with the Fe abun-
dance. The Ne abundance, however, is about 6 times larger
than Fe.
Because these models are poor fits to the SIS data
around 1 keV for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044,
these abundances unlikely have physical meaning. However,
as we discussed in section 3.2 errors in the plasma codes are
not the key reason for the poor fits. We can illustrate this
further by considering the Mg abundance.
As we mentioned at the end of section 3.2.2, a serious er-
ror in the RS (and old MEKA) plasma code near the strong
Mg transitions (∼ 1.5 keV) was noted first by Fabian et al.
(1994). The MEKAL code includes new computations of the
4-2 transitions of Fe to correct these errors. However, we find
that the Mg abundance is zero for both the RS and MEKAL
isothermal models of NGC 1399 and NGC 4472. If indeed a
zero Mg abundance is unphysical, then a different model for
the temperature structure is probably required rather than
more precise atomic physics calculations.
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For NGC 5044 the situation is complicated because
we find that the fits are substantially improved when Ni
is allowed to be a free parameter for the MEKAL case
though only modestly improved for RS. Although the im-
plied large Ni abundance (ZNi ≈ 3Z⊙) could indicate other
inaccuracies in the MEKAL plasma code, the ∼ 2 keV
bremsstrahlung temperature already shows that a model of
an isothermal plasma with discrete sources is inadequate.
Thus, like NGC 1399 and NGC 4472, the abundances and
temperatures for NGC 5044 themselves show the inadequacy
of the 1T+BREM model as already indicated by the poor
quality of the fits described in section 3.2.
NGC 4636 has a lower plasma temperature (≈ 0.66
keV) than the other galaxies in our sample which is similar
for both the MEKAL and RS models. However, of all the
galaxies in our sample NGC 4636 shows the most dramatic
difference in the quality of the fits between models using the
MEKAL code and those using the RS code (see Table 3).
For the 1T+BREM model with variable relative abundances
we obtained a decent fit (P ∼ 10−4) using the MEKAL
code whereas a totally unacceptable fit (P ∼ 10−40) was
obtained for the RS code. Residuals are still prominent for
the MEKAL case in both the SIS and GIS data (see Figure
6), and we shall consider these below.
The inferred column densities for the 1T+BREM model
of NGC 4636 imply a slight excess above the Galactic value
that is consistent with the Galactic value within the er-
rors in the low-energy calibration of the SIS. The ∼ 5 keV
bremsstrahlung temperature of the MEKAL model can be
reasonably attributed to discrete sources (as is the case for
the 1T+BREM RS model). These results for the temper-
atures of the plasma and bremsstrahlung components and
for the column densities are are not substantially different
if the relative abundances are fixed at their solar values in
the fits; e.g. plasma temperatures increase to ∼ 0.75 keV –
see section 4.
The abundances differ substantially for the MEKAL
and RS 1T+BREMmodels of NGC 4636. The abundances of
most of the elements determined using the MEKAL model
greatly exceed those determined using RS. The Fe abun-
dance is ≈ 0.8 solar for the MEKAL model versus ≈ 0.2
solar for the RS model. (Note that the MEKAL Fe abun-
dance is lowered to ≈ 0.6 solar if the relative abundances are
fixed at their solar values.) However, the relative abundances
of Mg, Si, and S are not too dissimilar for the MEKAL and
RS models; i.e. Mg/Fe, Si/Fe ∼ 2 and S/Fe ∼ 3 for MEKAL
while Mg/Fe ∼ 2, Si/Fe ∼ 3 and S/Fe ∼ 5 for RS. The O
abundance is consistent with the Fe abundance for RS but
is about half that of Fe for MEKAL.
In contrast, the Ne, Na, and Ni abundances have
striking qualitative differences for the MEKAL and RS
1T+BREM models for NGC 4636. First, Ne is zero for
RS while about twice solar for MEKAL. Second, the fits of
both models are significantly improved when allowing the Ni
abundance to be a free parameter, but the resulting value is
very different in both cases: zero Ni abundance for MEKAL
and ∼ 2Z⊙ for RS. Finally, the MEKAL fit is also substan-
tially improved if the Na abundance is allowed to be a free
parameter with a best fit value of ∼ 21Z⊙; RS does not
have any Na lines in its code.
Our results for NGC 4636 are not inconsistent with
those of Matsushita et al. (1997) who analyzed the same
deep ASCA observation. These authors fit 1T+BREM
models jointly to the SIS and GIS data where: (1) the
bremsstrahlung temperature was fixed at 10 keV; (2) the
abundances of Fe and Ni were tied together and fitted as a
free parameter; (3) the abundances of O, Ne, Mg, Si, and S
(and the rest of the elements) were tied together and fitted
as one free parameter. They were unable to obtain an ac-
ceptable fit with any plasma model (e.g. MEKAL and RS)
to the Fe L energy region using this method. This is con-
sistent with our results since we required separate fitting of
several of the abundances they tied together to obtain an
acceptable fit.
Matsushita et al.’s solution was instead to add a system-
atic error to the data in the Fe L region. (This is tantamount
to excluding the Fe L data – a procedure we do not favor
because (1) the Fe L lines are the most important for con-
straining the temperatures and Fe abundances of ellipticals,
and (2) we are able to obtain good fits for the other galaxies
with the Fe L included.) Upon excluding the Fe L region
they obtained acceptable fits for the MEKAL model (and
other models) with Fe and Ni abundances of ∼ 0.9Z⊙ and
an abundance of ∼ 1.1Z⊙ for the rest. These abundances
(aside from Ni) are consistent with our results in Table 4 if
the α-process abundances are tied together in the fits. The
principal difference between our results and those of Mat-
sushita et al. is that we have narrowed down the locations
of candidate problematic emission lines in the Fe L regions:
i.e. energies near the strongest O, Na, and Ni lines. Below in
section 3.3.5 we discuss the implications of these abundances
for the plasma codes.
3.3.3 Two-temperature models
Next we consider the two-temperature models consisting of
two thermal plasma components (each modified by their
own photo-electric absorption) with or without a thermal
bremsstrahlung component (modified by Galactic absorp-
tion) to account for emission from discrete sources. The
abundances of the two plasma components are tied together
as we did not obtain significant improvement in the fits when
doing otherwise. We initially determined the best-fitting 2T
or 2T+BREM models with the relative abundances fixed at
their solar values; for the 2T+BREM case the BREM com-
ponent is added after the best 2T model is obtained. Then,
analogously to the isothermal models, the abundances of the
α-process elements (and others) are untied sequentially until
the best fit was achieved.
Recall from section 3.2 (Table 3) that the 2T MEKAL
models with relative abundances fixed at their solar values
are substantially better fits than isothermal (1T+BREM)
models for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044. The tem-
peratures for the “colder” components are typically Tc ∼ 0.7
keV and for the “hotter” components Th ∼ 1.2-1.6 keV for
the MEKAL models. These values indicate different temper-
atures in the hot gas and are inconsistent with the temper-
atures expected for discrete sources in agreement with the
results of BF for these galaxies.
If a bremsstrahlung component is added to these galax-
ies there is some small improvement in the fits for NGC 1399
and NGC 4472 though essentially no improvement for NGC
5044 (Table 3). We list the 2T+BREM model parameters
for NGC 1399 and NGC 4472 in Table 4. For NGC 5044
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we list the 2T model parameters for the MEKAL plasma
code because the bremsstrahlung component is not clearly
required by the fits; however, for illustration, we do give the
2T+BREM parameters for the RS code.
The values of Tc are mostly unaffected by the addition
of the bremsstrahlung component, though the values of Th
decrease by ∼ 0.2 keV for NGC 1399 and NGC 4472. For
NGC 1399 the temperature of the bremsstrahlung compo-
nent is consistent with discrete sources, but the ∼ 3 keV
temperature (MEKAL) for NGC 4472 is perhaps too low
and may indicate additional temperature structure in the
hot gas.
The column densities for the colder and hotter compo-
nents of NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044 are very sim-
ilar. Excess absorption above the Galactic value is strongly
indicated for the colder components in these galaxies with
NH ranging from about 2-5 × 10
21 cm−2. In contrast, the
absorption of the hotter components is small and consistent
with the Galactic value for each of these galaxies.
This distinction in column densities between the colder
and hotter components for elliptical galaxies has not been
reported previously. (In BF we tied together the columns
of the colder and hotter components, though upon re-
examining the data analyzed by BF we have verified the
differences between the two components for these galaxies.)
This pattern of excess intrinsic absorption on the colder gas
which is presumably more centrally concentrated than the
hotter gas (having only Galactic absorption) is similar to
what is found in the cores of some galaxy clusters with strong
cooling flows (e.g. Fabian 1994).
The emission measures of the colder and hotter compo-
nents of NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044 are approx-
imately equal such that 0.5 <∼ EM
c/EMh <∼ 1. Although for
NGC 1399 and NGC 5044 EMc/EMh is larger for the SIS
as would be expected because it is more sensitive to energies
∼ 0.5 − 1 keV, this is not the case for NGC 4472. That is,
there is no systematic difference in EMc/EMh between the
SIS and GIS for these galaxies.
Probably the most significant differences between the
parameters of the isothermal and two-temperature models
are the Fe abundances for the MEKAL plasma models of
NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044. The Fe abundances
are approximately 1.6 solar and 2 solar for the 2T+BREM
MEKAL models for NGC 1399 and NGC 4472 compared
to approximately 0.3 solar for the isothermal models. For
the 2T models the Fe abundances of NGC 1399 and NGC
4472 are ∼ 1.1 solar and have smaller error bars in excellent
agreement with the results in Table 5 of BF. That is, adding
the bremsstrahlung component significantly loosens the con-
straints on the upper limit of the Fe abundance for the two-
temperature MEKAL model. When determining the upper
limits for the Fe abundances obtained from the 2T+BREM
models, the bremsstrahlung temperatures were fixed to the
best-fit values; i.e. for NGC 1399 and NGC 4472.
The Fe abundance for the 2T MEKAL model for NGC
5044 (∼ 0.6 solar) is also larger than that determined from
the isothermal model (∼ 0.2 solar) also in good agreement
with Table 5 of BF. These large differences in the Fe abun-
dances between the isothermal and two-temperature mod-
els highlight the importance of finding the correct emission
measure distribution as a function of temperature for inter-
preting the abundances derived from spectral fitting, a point
that has been stressed in some previous X-ray studies of el-
lipticals (Buote & Canizares 1994; Trinchieri et al. 1994; BF)
and by a recent study of poor galaxy groups (Buote 1999).
As already mentioned in section 3.2, allowing the rel-
ative abundances to be free parameters offers no signifi-
cant improvements in the fits of 2T or 2T+BREM mod-
els to NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044 using the
MEKAL plasma code. In contrast, the abundances of the
two-temperature RS models behave very similarly to their
isothermal counterparts except that the error bars are larger
for the two-temperature case as would be expected. (Note
if the energies 1.35 - 1.55 keV are excluded from the RS
fits to NGC 1399 and NGC 4472, the 2T+BREM models
with fixed relative abundances have larger Fe abundances:
∼ 1.0Z⊙ for NGC 1399 and ∼ 0.8Z⊙ for NGC 4472; cf. end
of section 3.2.2.)
For NGC 4636 the 2T+BREM MEKAL model with
variable relative abundances offers some improvement over
the variable abundance 1T+BREM model as discussed in
section 3.2. Only the SIS data actually require the addi-
tional temperature component (Table 4): Tc ∼ 0.5 keV and
Th ∼ 0.75 keV. The absorbing columns on both components
are consistent with zero and the abundances are very similar
to those obtained for the 1T+BREM case.
Although the 2T+BREM and 1T+BREM models with
variable relative abundances give marginally acceptable fits
to the data in terms of χ2 it is clear from the residuals of
the fits (Figure 7) that the energies below 2 keV are still not
adequately modeled. Moreover, the highly significant super-
solar Na abundance and zero Ni abundance for these models
places added doubt on the correctness of these models for
NGC 4636.
The 2T+BREM RS model, in contrast, offers a sub-
stantial improvement in the fit over the 1T+BREM models
for NGC 4636, though the fit is still not as good as that with
the MEKAL model. The temperature of the colder compo-
nent, Tc ∼ 0.25 keV, is half that derived for the MEKAL
model. Moreover, substantial excess absorption is required
for the hotter component (larger than that for the colder
component) unlike for the MEKAL model for NGC 4636
and the other galaxies in the sample. The Fe abundance
for the 2T+BREM RS model is about 1 solar, more than
five times the value obtained for the 1T+BREM models.
Although most of the other abundances are also larger for
the 2T+BREM case, the O abundance remains small (0.14
solar) while the Ni abundance is even larger than before
(about 4 solar). Again, like the case of the MEKAL model
the 2T+BREM RS model has significant residuals below 2
keV and abundances (especially Ni) that cast doubt on the
model.
Finally, we have computed the 0.5-10 keV luminosities
of the BREM components for the the 2T+BREM models
of NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 4636. Using the values
of LB listed in Table 1 of BF we obtain best-fitting results
for Lx/LB of 0.006 for NGC 1399, 0.001 for NGC 4472,
and 0.002 for NGC 4636. These ratios are consistent within
their 90% errors indicating that the BREM components are
consistent with the expectation that the X-ray emission from
discrete sources should be proportional to LB .
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Table 5. Parameters of Cooling Flow Models
NGC 1399 NGC 4472 NGC 5044 NGC 4636
CF:
NH (10
21 cm−2) 2.96+0.27
−0.26
2.86+0.29
−0.26
3.20+0.27
−0.26
1.44+0.25
−0.24
T (keV) 1.62+0.10
−0.08 1.30
+0.11
−0.06 1.15
+0.07
−0.05 0.73
+0.01
−0.01
Z(Z⊙) 1.14
+0.43
−0.22 1.41
+0.59
−0.43 0.79
+0.88
−0.22 1.04
+0.35
−0.18
M˙sis (M⊙ yr
−1) 1.62+0.20
−0.18
2.54+0.34
−0.37
41.32+4.59
−5.42
2.65+0.45
−0.40
M˙gis (M⊙ yr
−1) 3.90+0.61
−0.67
4.56+0.81
−0.96
27.09+20.80
−23.76
1.03+1.34
−0.93
1T:
NH (10
21 cm−2) 0.02+0.01
−0.01
0.00+0.88
−0.00
0.67+0.65
−0.64
2.72+0.29
−0.29
Z(Z⊙) · · · · · · 0.44
+0.19
−0.15 · · ·
EMsis 2.20
+0.59
−0.65
0.85+0.55
−0.45
6.33+2.97
−2.55
3.25+0.61
−0.76
EMgis 0.00
+1.49
−0.00
0.00+0.42
−0.00
21.25+8.53
−8.23
5.88+1.23
−1.41
BREM:
T (keV) > 4 3.71+6.44
−0.98
· · · > 8
EMsis 0.06
+0.07
−0.03 0.14
+0.06
−0.08 · · · 0.06
+0.03
−0.01
EMgis 0.16
+0.11
−0.04 0.28
+0.11
−0.12 · · · 0.05
+0.03
−0.01
Best-fitting and 90% confidence limits on one interesting parameter (∆χ2 = 2.71) are listed for selected cooling flow models; χ2 values
for these models are listed in Table 3. The temperatures and abundances of the CF and 1T components are tied together in the fits
except for the abundances for NGC 5044; the relative abundances with respect to Fe for all the cooling flow models are fixed at solar.
The mass deposition rates assume distances of 18 Mpc for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 4636 and 39 Mpc for NGC 5044 (H0 = 70
km s−1 Mpc−1). The bremsstrahlung component is modified by Galactic absorption (Table 1) and the emission measures are quoted in
units as explained in Table 4.
3.3.4 Multiphase cooling flows
We have learned in section 3.2 that for NGC 1399, NGC
4472, and NGC 5044 the multiphase cooling flows have
χ2 values approximately midway between those of the
1T+BREM variable relative abundance models and the
2T+BREM models having relative abundances with respect
to Fe fixed at their solar values. If only models with solar
relative abundances are compared (as is appropriate for the
cooling flow models since they are restricted to solar relative
abundances) then the cooling flow models have χ2 values
that are substantially smaller than the 1T+BREM mod-
els and similar (though slightly worse) than the 2T+BREM
models. For NGC 4636 this also applies if the comparison is
restricted to models with solar relative abundances.
The fits of the cooling flow models are quite similar to
the two-temperature models of NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and
NGC 5044. The pattern of residuals in the SIS data seen for
the CF+1T+BREM model for NGC 1399 in Figure 3 are
very similar to those of NGC 4472 and to a lesser extent
those of NGC 5044. For NGC 4636 (Figure 7) the residuals
are larger and more complex.
The properties of the cooling flow models are similar in
many important respects to the two-temperature models. In
Table 5 we list the derived parameters for CF+1T+BREM
models of NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 4636 and for
the CF+1T model of NGC 5044. (The CF+1T model is fo-
cused on for NGC 5044 since a bremsstrahlung component
is not required as also found for the isothermal and two-
temperature models.) The temperatures of the isothermal
components (which also equal the maximum temperature of
the cooling flow components) are very similar to Th for the
two-temperature models (Table 4). The emission-weighted
temperatures of the cooling flow components are also ap-
proximately equal to Tc (using 〈T 〉 ≈ 0.6T – Buote et al.
1998).
Moreover for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044,
analogously to the two-temperature models, the “hotter”
component of the cooling flow models (i.e. 1T component)
has small absorption consistent with zero whereas the colder
component (i.e. CF component) requires significant absorp-
tion in excess of the Galactic value. Excess absorption some-
what larger than the cooling-flow component is indicated
for the 1T component of NGC 4636 similar to the two-
temperature MEKAL model.
The metal abundances for the cooling flows are also rea-
sonably consistent with the two-temperature models. For
NGC 5044 we are able to place interesting constraints on
the metal abundances of both the cooling flow and isother-
mal components. We find that the abundance of the cooling
flow is about 0.8 solar which is twice that of the isothermal
component. The principal reason for this constraint is the
lack of an additional bremsstrahlung component; i.e. adding
a bremsstrahlung component weakens this constraint, but
the best-fit abundances still indicate a higher abundance for
the cooling flow component. This also applies to NGC 1399
and NGC 4472: if the bremsstrahlung component is omit-
ted, the abundance of the cooling flow component tends to
exceed the isothermal component, though at a lower signif-
icance level than found for NGC 5044.
The mass deposition rates of a few solar masses per year
are typical for ellipticals (e.g. BF). However, the large M˙sis ∼
40 M⊙ yr
−1 for NGC 5044 is even larger than for typical
galaxy groups (Buote 1999) and is in fact more similar to
that of a galaxy cluster (e.g. Fabian 1994).
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3.3.5 Remaining problems with Fe L in the plasma codes
Although, as we discussed in section 3.2.3, the MEKAL code
is superior to the RS code for analysis of ASCA data of
the elliptical galaxies in our sample, it is likely that prob-
lems still exist in the MEKAL code. Examination of the
(admittedly small) SIS residuals for the two-temperature
fits of NGC 1399 (Figure 3) reveals systematic excesses
near 1.1 keV and 0.9 keV (and elsewhere to a lesser ex-
tent). Comparing these residuals to those of the cooling
flow model for NGC 1399 shows that the residuals at 0.9
keV and 1.1 keV exist for the cooling flow model but are
more pronounced. Related behavior is observed for NGC
4472 and NGC 5044. Taken by themselves these small resid-
ual patterns reasonably could be attributed to the model of
the emission measure distribution as a function of temper-
ature (i.e. 2T+BREM, CF+1T+BREM, etc.) rather than
the plasma code.
The case of NGC 4636 lends support to the plasma code
explanation. In order to obtain formally acceptable fits to
the SIS data of NGC 4636 we require that the Na abun-
dance be 15-20 solar and the Ni abundance be zero: both of
these values greatly differ from the derived Fe abundance of
0.8 solar. These abundances of Na and Ni are inconsistent
with standard models for the enrichment of the hot gas in
ellipticals (e.g. David et al. 1991; Ciotti et al. 1991).
If indeed the super-solar Na abundance is unphysical,
then an error in the MEKAL code near 1.1 keV is implied
since that is location of the strong Kα lines of the He-like
Na ion. This is precisely the location of the weak residuals
discussed above for the other galaxies. If the Ni abundance
is also unphysical, then additional errors likely exist in ei-
ther the Fe L shell lines or in the Ni L shell emission of
the MEKAL code. Since much more attention has been de-
voted to correcting the strong Fe L shell emission lines (e.g.
Liedahl et al. 1995; Wargelin et al. 1998; Brown et al. 1998),
it is possible that the neglected Ni L lines require some ad-
justments as well.
However, as we show in section 5.3, temperature gra-
dients may partially explain the Na abundance inferred for
NGC 4636.
4 ANALYSIS OF INDIVIDUAL LINE BLENDS
WITH ASCA
We have shown that the important constraints from the
broad-band spectral fitting are largely determined from the
data near 1 keV which are dominated by emission lines from
the Fe L shell. Although good fits for these galaxies are
obtained for multiphase models using the MEKAL plasma
code, it is instructive to examine whether the ASCA data
outside the Fe L region of the spectrum also favor multiphase
models over isothermal models. In particular, the emission
lines from the Kα transitions of the He-like and H-like ions
of Si and S provide constraints on the temperature com-
plementary to the Fe L emission lines. These emission lines
have the advantage that they are well separated in energy
from the strong Fe L shell lines and their properties are rel-
atively simple and thus are known to much higher accuracy
than the Fe L lines .
4.1 Deduced line properties from ASCA data
For our study of the Si and S line blends we must pay special
attention to the calibration problem in the energy response
near 2.2 keV owing to the optical constants in the XRT
(Gendreau & Yaqoob 1997). Although the ARF files gener-
ated with the standard software (see section 2) correct for
much of this problem, there are low-level residuals extend-
ing throughout the energies of the key Si and S lines. For
compactness of presentation, the results we present for the
joint SIS0+SIS1 fits for NGC 1399 (8003800) and NGC 4472
(60029000) refer to one observation sequence in each case.
We focus our analysis of individual line blends on the
SIS data because, unlike the GIS, the SIS is able to resolve
the He-like and H-like blends of Si and S (see section 3.1).
In no instance did we find that constraints on the line prop-
erties improved noticeably when incorporating the GIS data
into the fits.
Our procedure for obtaining the properties of the line
blends commences by fitting a thermal bremsstrahlung
model to represent the continuum emission. We desire a
measurement of the local continuum near the line blends
of interest so that the assumption of a single temperature is
reasonable even if the spectrum actually consists of multi-
ple temperature components. However, because of S/N con-
siderations and the finite energy resolution of the SIS we
allowed the continuum component to extend over multiple
line blends that are nearby in energy.
The line blends of interest were then modeled as gaus-
sians of zero intrinsic width on top of the continuum com-
ponent. For analysis of the Si and S line blends we fitted the
bremsstrahlung model over the open interval (1.7,2.85) keV
with gaussian components initially at 1.85 keV (Si XIII),
2.0 keV (Si XIV), 2.45 keV (S XV), and 2.62 keV (S XVI).
The energies of the lines were free parameters in the fits.
When determining the error bars on the equivalent widths
and fluxes for a particular line the energies of the other lines
were fixed at their best-fit values. This was done to insure
that the other lines did not mix during the error search.
For completeness, when available we also derived prop-
erties for the Mg and Ar line blends. The continuum for the
Mg XI (He) and Mg XII (H) lines was defined over the open
interval (1.23,1.6) keV. For the Ar XVII (He) blend we used
the open interval (2.85,5) keV. The properties of the all de-
tected lines are listed in Tables 6 and 7. In Figure 8 we plot
the SIS data and best-fitting model over the spectral region
used to determine the properties of the Si and S lines for
each galaxy. Since the continuum+lines model fit well for
each system we do not show the residuals in the figure.
The Kα line blends of the He-like and H-like ions of Si
and S are detected for each galaxy except the S XVI blend
of NGC 4636. Both the Mg XI and XII Kα line blends are
detected for NGC 4636 and NGC 5044 in each SIS; these
blends are detected only in the combined SIS data for NGC
1399 and only for Mg XII for NGC 4472. We also detect
weak Ar XVII (He) emission in NGC 1399 in both the SIS0
and SIS1.
Generally the line energies computed for the SIS0 and
SIS1 agree within their estimated 90% confidence limits. The
line equivalent widths (EWs) and fluxes mostly agree within
these limits with some notable exceptions: S XIV for NGC
4636 and both S complexes for NGC 1399. The ratios of the
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Figure 8. ASCA SIS data between energies 1.7 and 2.85 keV for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, NGC 5044, and NGC 4636. Also shown for
each galaxy is the best-fitting model consisting of a thermal bremsstrahlung component to represent the continuum emission and four
gaussians of zero intrinsic width to model respectively the major Kα emission line complexes of Si XIII, Si XIV, S XV, and S XVI. See
Table 6 for the parameters of these emission lines.
H-like/He-like Kα fluxes for both Si and S (Table 7) also
agree within the estimated 2σ limits for the SIS0 and SIS1.
Therefore, although the marginal agreement (or rather
disagreement) at the 90% confidence level for the fluxes com-
puted for the SIS0 and SIS1 may point to underlying system-
atic errors as discussed above, such errors are mostly blurred
by the S/N of these data. As done previously with the broad-
band spectral analysis, we shall henceforth focus on analysis
of the summed SIS data which essentially averages over the
systematic differences in the SIS0 and SIS1 data. (The possi-
ble underlying systematic differences between the SIS0 and
SIS1 must be regarded as a caveat to any analysis of the
emission lines of these galaxies with the ASCA SIS, includ-
ing the analysis presented in the following section.)
4.2 Comparison to isothermal and multiphase
models
We compare the equivalent widths and ratios of the Si and
S line blends computed using the continuum+gaussian ap-
proximation with those predicted by the models obtained
from the broad-band spectral fitting. Although our focus is
on these lines that are far from the Fe L energy region, we
comment on the Mg lines near the end of this section. Ex-
amination of Figure 8 and Tables 6 and 7 reveals substantial
Si XIV ly-α emission for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC
5044 with respect to NGC 4636. Similarly, there is signif-
icant S XVI ly-α emission for NGC 1399 and NGC 4472
(and marginally for NGC 5044) whereas only upper limits
are obtained for NGC 4636.
The fact that the Si XIV/XIII and S XVI/XV ratios are
comparable for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044 but
are clearly smaller for NGC 4636 indicates that the plasma
temperature of NGC 4636 is significantly smaller than the
others – a statement that is independent of the Si and S
abundances†. This demonstrates at least a “zeroth-order”
level of consistency between the temperatures derived from
the Kα lines of Si and S with those determined largely by
the Fe L lines from the broad-band spectral fitting analysis
in section 3.
Let us now examine in detail how well the models ob-
tained from the broad-band spectral fitting reproduce the
† This insensitivity to the abundance is exact for an isothermal
plasma, but it should be noted that for multiphase plasmas like
cooling flows there can be a small metallicity dependence for such
line ratios (Buote et al. 1998).
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Table 6. Emission Lines Measured from ASCA Data
E T EW Flux
(keV) (keV) (eV) (10−5 ph cm−2 s−1) (10−13 erg cm−2 s−1)
NGC 1399:
Mg XI (He) 1.38+0.05
−0.03 0.99
+0.58
−0.31 14
+13
−11 1.82
+1.58
−1.43 0.40
+0.35
−0.32
Mg XII (H) 1.49+0.03
−0.05
0.99+0.58
−0.31
18+20
−15
1.96+1.84
−1.61
0.47+0.44
−0.38
Si XIII (He) 1.87+0.02
−0.01
1.09+0.38
−0.24
96+32
−29
5.05+1.38
−1.37
1.51+0.41
−0.41
Si XIV (H) 2.01+0.02
−0.01 1.09
+0.38
−0.24 84
+28
−26 3.52
+1.02
−1.03 1.13
+0.33
−0.33
S XV (He) 2.45+0.02
−0.02
1.09+0.38
−0.24
140+64
−53
3.02+1.06
−1.00
1.18+0.42
−0.39
S XVI (H) 2.65+0.03
−0.03
1.09+0.38
−0.24
108+74
−65
1.74+0.88
−0.97
0.74+0.37
−0.41
Ar XVII (He) 3.13+0.07
−0.07 2.54
+2.23
−0.85 77
+72
−60 0.87
+0.69
−0.67 0.44
+0.35
−0.33
NGC 4472:
Mg XII (H) 1.47+0.02
−0.02 0.49
+0.14
−0.09 32
+20
−19 3.02
+1.53
−1.72 0.71
+0.36
−0.40
Si XIII (He) 1.85+0.01
−0.01
0.91+0.37
−0.21
136+48
−42
5.67+1.48
−1.49
1.68+0.44
−0.44
Si XIV (H) 2.01+0.02
−0.02 0.91
+0.37
−0.21 90
+39
−35 2.82
+1.01
−1.01 0.91
+0.32
−0.32
S XV (He) 2.46+0.02
−0.02 0.91
+0.37
−0.21 244
+100
−84 3.62
+1.04
−1.04 1.42
+0.41
−0.41
S XVI (H) 2.62+0.05
−0.06
0.91+0.37
−0.21
100+100
−78
1.14+0.86
−0.86
0.48+0.36
−0.36
NGC 4636:
Mg XI (He) 1.34+0.01
−0.01
0.32+0.03
−0.03
48+10
−9
4.11+0.67
−0.67
0.88+0.14
−0.14
Mg XII (H) 1.47+0.01
−0.02 0.32
+0.03
−0.03 32
+17
−14 1.58
+0.69
−0.67 0.37
+0.16
−0.16
Si XIII (He) 1.84+0.00
−0.00
0.98+0.26
−0.18
264+37
−34
5.41+0.47
−0.46
1.60+0.14
−0.14
Si XIV (H) 1.98+0.03
−0.03
0.98+0.26
−0.18
45+21
−20
0.74+0.31
−0.31
0.24+0.10
−0.10
S XV (He) 2.43+0.02
−0.01 0.98
+0.26
−0.18 228
+61
−53 1.78
+0.33
−0.33 0.69
+0.13
−0.13
S XVI (H) 2.64 0.98+0.26
−0.18
25+57
−25
0.14+0.28
−0.14
0.06+0.12
−0.06
NGC 5044:
Mg XI (He) 1.35+0.03
−0.03
0.44+0.15
−0.05
20+11
−14
6.35+3.18
−4.33
1.37+0.69
−0.94
Mg XII (H) 1.49+0.02
−0.03 0.44
+0.10
−0.05 36
+16
−25 7.14
+2.58
−4.78 1.70
+0.62
−1.14
Si XIII (He) 1.83+0.01
−0.01
0.97+0.29
−0.19
115+34
−29
10.43+2.12
−2.11
3.07+0.62
−0.62
Si XIV (H) 1.98+0.01
−0.01
0.97+0.29
−0.19
108+32
−28
7.70+1.83
−1.83
2.44+0.58
−0.58
S XV (He) 2.42+0.02
−0.02 0.97
+0.29
−0.19 126
+50
−46 4.59
+1.55
−1.55 1.78
+0.60
−0.60
S XVI (H) 2.55+0.09
−0.09 0.97
+0.29
−0.19 54
+56
−49 1.50
+1.33
−1.34 0.61
+0.54
−0.55
Properties of emission lines derived from fitting simple continuum+lines models to the summed ASCA SIS data. The continuum is
represented by a thermal bremsstrahlung component and the lines by gaussians of zero intrinsic width. Lines that have the same
continuum temperature, T , are cases where multiple gaussians are joined by one bremsstrahlung component. See text for additional
details regarding the model fitting. Quoted errors are 90 per cent confidence on one interesting parameter. Line energies without error
bars were fixed at their best-fitting values.
Table 7. Line Ratios
NGC 1399 NGC 4472 NGC 4636 NGC 5044
Si XIV/Si XIII 0.75+0.58
−0.33
0.54+0.45
−0.27
0.15+0.08
−0.07
0.79+0.44
−0.29
S XVI/SXV 0.62+0.78
−0.42 0.34
+0.49
−0.27 0.09
+0.23
−0.09 0.35
+0.64
−0.32
Ratios of Kα emission lines for the H-like and He-like ions of Si and S using the fluxes from Table 6. Quoted errors represent ratios of
90 per cent confidence lower limits to 90 per cent confidence upper limits and vice versa. Thus, the quoted error ranges reflect larger
than a 90 per cent confidence interval and typically correspond to ∼ 2σ confidence.
observed Si and S line ratios and equivalent widths. Our
method to extract the properties of the Si and S line com-
plexes using a bremsstrahlung component and four zero-
width gaussians is a convenient approximation appropriate
for the energy resolution of the SIS data. To account for
any biases in this procedure we compute the line proper-
ties from the models using the same procedure. That is, for
each best-fitting isothermal, two-temperature, and cooling
flow model listed in Table 4 we simulated a SIS observa-
tion (using xspec) with an exposure time sufficiently long
so that the statistical errors in our derived parameters for
each model are generally < 10%. We found that exposure
times of 107s - 108s were satisfactory for this purpose.
In Figure 9 we plot the Kα line ratios Si XIV/XIII and
S XVI/XV of the models and data. The equivalent widths of
the line complexes are displayed in Figure 10 for the models
and data. Note that the error bars on the ratios in Figure 9
for the data are ∼ 2σ while the error bars for the equivalent
widths in Figure 10 are 90% confidence limits.
Inspection of Figure 9 reveals that the Si and S ratios
of each of the three models for NGC 1399 are consistent
within the 2σ limits. Although all the models are consis-
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tent, the cooling flow model best reproduces these ratios.
The isothermal model agrees with the Si ratio better than
the two-temperature model and vice versa for the S ratio.
The equivalent widths (Figure 10) for all of the models are
also consistent with the data of NGC 1399 except for the S
XVI line blend where the isothermal model under-predicts
the equivalent width. In fact, except for the Si XIV line,
the isothermal model tends to under-predict the equivalent
widths of the lines with respect to the multiphase models.
To facilitate our comparison of equivalent widths we
define the quantity,
∆EW ≡
∑
i
(
EWdatai − EW
model
i
)2
σ2
, (1)
where σ is the one-sided 68% confidence level of the equiva-
lent widths estimated from the data and the summation runs
over the two Si and two S line blends. The purpose of ∆EW
is to provide a number to indicate the relative agreement of
the various models analogously to χ2.
For NGC 1399 we have ∆EW = (1.59, 0.75, 0.30) for re-
spectively the best-fitting isothermal, two-temperature, and
cooling flow models. That is, the isothermal model clearly
shows the most deviations and the cooling flow model agrees
better than the two-temperature model. Since each model
has comparable emission-weighted temperature, the smaller
equivalent widths of the isothermal model are due primarily
to the smaller Si and S abundances of the model (see Table
4).
Loewenstein & Mushotzky (1997) have asserted that
the Si ratio computed for ASCA SIS data of NGC 1399
is consistent with a isothermal model but is inconsistent
with the two-temperature model presented in BF. Our two-
temperature models agree well with BF and, as we have just
shown, also predict Si ratios that agree with the data. It is
true that for the Si ratio the isothermal model gives better
agreement than the two-temperature model. However, we
have shown this to be misleading since when the S ratio
and the equivalent widths of the Si and S line blends are
also considered together with the Si ratio we find that the
two-temperature and cooling flow models agree much better
with the data than does the isothermal model.
The Si and S ratios for each model also agree with the
data of NGC 4472. The agreement is good for all models
for the Si ratio, but for the S ratio the two-temperature
model fares much better than the isothermal case which is
only marginally in agreement at the 2σ lower limit. With
the exception of the Si XIII blend where the agreement is
good for all models, the models tend to under-predict the
equivalent widths for the Si and S lines though the only ac-
tual discrepancy is for the isothermal prediction of S XVI.
In terms of ∆EW we have (1.47,1.28,1.07) for respectively
the best-fit isothermal, two-temperature, and cooling flow
models. Hence, all models are comparable, though the mul-
tiphase models, especially the cooling flow, is the best fit to
the Si and S equivalent widths similar to NGC 1399.
For NGC 5044 we find that no model is able to repro-
duce the Si ratio within the 2σ error. The multiphase mod-
els, though, give Si ratios in much better agreement with
the data than do the isothermal models. The model ratios
also tend to be low for S, though the multiphase models are
consistent within the errors while the isothermal ratio is in-
consistent. These results for the Si and S ratios suggest that
higher temperature gas is needed in the models. The need
for additional temperature components is not inconsistent
with the broad-band fits since, e.g., even the best cooling
flow models are only marginally acceptable in terms of their
null hypothesis probabilities (see Table 3).
The equivalent widths of Si and S further support the
need for higher plasma temperature components in NGC
5044. All models tend to over-predict the He-like Si XIII and
S XV emission while under-predicting the H-like Si XIV and
S XVI emission, though the most significant disagreement
lies with the isothermal models: ∆EW = (8.38, 2.41, 3.07) for
respectively the best-fit isothermal, two-temperature, and
cooling flow models.
The Si ratio of NGC 4636 is marginally acceptable for
the multiphase models and inconsistent for the isothermal
model within the 2σ errors. If only the relative abundances
of the α-process elements are varied for the two-temperature
model (i.e. Na and Ni abundance tied to Fe) then the pre-
dicted ratio for the two-temperature model rises to 0.15.
This excellent agreement for the two-temperature model is
not shared by the corresponding isothermal model with vari-
able relative abundances for only the α-process elements. All
the models predict a value of zero for the S ratio which is
consistent with the data.
Only the two-temperature model predicts equivalent
widths for each Si and S blend that are at least marginally
consistent with the data. The largest deviation is found for
Si XIV where the isothermal model produces too small an
equivalent width. However, the cooling flow model generally
has the most deviations: ∆EW = (2.38, 1.16, 5.48) for respec-
tively the best-fit isothermal, two-temperature, and cooling
flow models. Similar to the results from the broad-band anal-
ysis, the relatively poor performance of the cooling flow for
NGC 4636 is probably in large part due to the restriction
that the model have relative abundances fixed at their solar
values.
The equivalent widths of Si and S and especially the
Si ratio give strong support for multiphase gas in NGC
4636 (or, rather, gas hotter than predicted by the isother-
mal models). Although the broad-band fits slightly favor
the two-temperature model (Table 3), the difference in χ2
between the isothermal and two-temperature models is not
compelling: i.e. the Si and S lines give stronger evidence for
multiphase gas in NGC 4636 than do the broad-band fits.
Recently Loewenstein (1998) has argued that the Si
XIV/XIII ratio of NGC 4636 is consistent with isothermal
gas. From inspection of Figure 4 of Loewenstein we find he
derives a value of ∼ 0.15 for the Si ratio from the data in
excellent agreement with our value for the summed SIS data
in Table 7. He also asserts that this ratio is consistent with
isothermal gas with a temperature ∼ 0.75 keV. As we have
shown in Table 4 isothermal models (both MEKAL and RS)
with variable relative abundances have temperatures ∼ 0.66
keV which, consistent with Loewenstein’s figure, cannot pro-
duce the Si ratios; note that the isothermal models (both
MEKAL and RS) with relative abundances fixed at their
solar values do have temperatures near 0.75 keV but their
fits are substantially worse and have very poor null hypoth-
esis probabilities (see Table 3). Thus, the Si ratio of NGC
4636 cannot be produced by isothermal models which also
best match data over the rest of the ASCA spectrum.
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Figure 9. Kα line ratios of H-like to He-like ions of Si (left) and S (right) for the ASCA SIS data (dotted) with ∼ 2σ error bars (Table
7) plotted along with ratios computed from the best-fit (MEKAL) models of Tables 4 and 5: isothermal (filled circle); two-temperature
(crosses); multiphase cooling flow (stars).
Figure 10. As Figure 9 except that the equivalent widths of the lines for the data and models are shown and the error bars represent
90% confidence levels (∆χ2 = 2.71).
We mention that for all of the galaxies the equivalent
widths and Mg XII/XI ratios (where available) predicted by
the models are mostly consistent with the data within the
2σ errors . The most notable discrepancy is for NGC 1399
where the isothermal model substantially under-predicts the
equivalent width of Mg XII while the multi-phase models
substantially over-predict the equivalent width.
Hence, for all of the galaxies we find that the line equiv-
alent widths and H-like/He-like ratios for Si and S generally
favor multiphase models over isothermal. For NGC 1399 and
c© 0000 RAS, MNRAS 000, 000–000
X-ray evidence for multiphase gas with solar abundances in the brightest ellipticals 23
NGC 4472 the isothermal models tend to under-predict the
equivalent widths which is due to the smaller abundances
of those models. The better performance of the multiphase
models of NGC 4636 and NGC 5044 is primarily the result of
the need for a higher temperature component than present
in the isothermal models.
5 RADIAL TEMPERATURE GRADIENTS
FROM ROSAT
The evidence we have obtained for multiphase gas with ap-
proximately solar abundances rests on analysis of the aggre-
gate ASCA spectra within a radius of ∼ 5′ for each galaxy.
The data of these galaxies available from the ROSAT satel-
lite (Tru¨mper 1983) do not provide useful “aggregate” spec-
tral constraints over those obtained from the ASCA data
because of the limited energy resolution (∆E ∼ 500 eV at
1 keV) and bandwidth (0.1-2.4 keV) of the ROSAT Posi-
tion Sensitive Proportional Counter (PSPC) with respect
to ASCA. However, the superior spatial resolution of the
PSPC (PSF ∼ 30′′ FWHM) allows the radial variation of
the spectra to be probed within the ∼ 5′ apertures.
Although the PSPC cannot distinguish very well be-
tween complex spectral models of elliptical galaxies, it can
provide relatively tight constraints on a model consisting of
a single temperature component (e.g. Buote & Canizares
1994; Trinchieri et al. 1994). This is significant if the aggre-
gate (multiphase) spectra within the ∼ 5′ ASCA apertures
can be approximated as a series of isothermal components;
i.e. one temperature for each radial bin within the aperture.
This is a reasonable approximation if in each radial bin one
temperature component dominates the emissivity.
Previous analyses of the PSPC data of these galaxies
using isothermal models in radial bins generally have found
significant temperature gradients (Forman et al. 1993; David
et al. 1994; Trinchieri et al. 1994; Rangarajan et al. 1995; Ir-
win & Sarazin 1996; Jones et al. 1997). The temperature pro-
files are qualitatively similar for all of these galaxies: starting
from a minimum at the center the temperature rises sharply
out to a radius similar to our ASCA apertures and then
gently declines at larger radii. The abundances also rise and
then fall, typically having approximately solar abundances
within the radii of our ASCA apertures (except for the in-
nermost radial bin) and smaller abundances at larger radii.
Excess absorption is not found from analysis of PSPC data
of these ellipticals (e.g. section 4 of BF) except by Rangara-
jan et al. (1995) for the central radial bin of NGC 1399.
This evidence for multitemperature structure with ap-
proximately solar abundances within ∼ 5′ radii of NGC
1399, NGC 4472, NGC 4636, and NGC 5044 appears to cor-
roborate our single-aperture ASCA spectral analysis. We do
not expect the spectral models derived from the PSPC data
to agree exactly with our ASCA models because a single-
temperature model for each radial bin may not be an accu-
rate representation. It is our goal in this section to assess
the extent to which the temperature profiles derived from
the PSPC data agree with the isothermal and multiphase
models obtained from our ASCA spectral analysis.
5.1 Observations and data reduction
We obtained ROSAT PSPC observations from the
HEASARC archive. The observation sequences are listed
in Table 8. The data were reduced using the standard
FTOOLS (v4.1) software according to the procedures
described in the OGIP Memo OGIP/94-010 (“ROSAT
data analysis using xselect and ftools”) and the WWW
pages of the ROSAT Guest Observer Facility (GOF) (See
http://heasarc.gsfc.nasa.gov/docs/rosat.)
The events files of each observation were cleaned of
after-pulse signals by removing any events following within
0.35 ms of a precursor. We corrected the Pulse Invariant
(PI) bins of each data set for spatial and long-term tem-
poral gain variations using the most up-to-date calibration
files. For the ftool pcecor, which corrects for the variation
in the linearity of the PSPC response, we used the in-flight
calibration data for the correction. We then removed large
fluctuations in the light curves indicative of scattered light
from the Bright Earth, Sun, or SAA. The resulting filtered
exposure times are listed in Table 8.
We generated images in the 0.5-2 keV band from the re-
duced PCPC data of each galaxy. Within the radii defined
by the apertures used in our ASCA analysis (see section 2)
the surface brightness distributions appear mostly symmet-
rically distributed about the center of each system with the
possible exception of NGC 4472 which has a weak enhance-
ment in the surface brightness approximately 2.5 arcminutes
SE of the center. (We also confirm the N-S asymmetry in
the surface brightness at distances larger than our ASCA
radii for NGC 1399 as noted by Jones et al. 1997.)
For each galaxy we extracted spectra in a series of radial
bins centered by eye on each galaxy center. The bin sizes
were chosen to agree with those of Jones et al. (1997) for
NGC 1399, Irwin & Sarazin (1996) for NGC 4472, Trinchieri
et al. (1994) for NGC 4636, and David et al. (1994) for NGC
5044. The largest radial bin used for each galaxy has inner
radius smaller than the radius of the corresponding aperture
used in our ASCA analysis.
We regrouped the PI bins of each spectrum so that
each group had at least 20 counts as done for the ASCA
data (see section 2). We generated ARF files for the spec-
trum of each radial bin using the FTOOL pcarf being
careful to correctly assign the deltx and delty keywords as
described on the ROSAT GOF WWW pages. The RMF
files were taken from the HEASARC database and used
for each galaxy according to when the galaxy was ob-
served: pspcb gain1 256.rmf for NGC 1399 and NGC 5044;
pspcb gain2 256.rmf for NGC 4472 and NGC 4636. Similar
to the ASCA data analysis, the response matrix for each
PSPC spectrum is the product of the RMF and ARF files.
Finally, we obtained background spectra from source-
free regions at large off-axis radii similar to those used in the
previous ROSAT studies. To correct for exposure differences
between source and background spectra we multiplied the
background spectra by a constant factor representing the
ratio of effective exposures at the position of the given source
annulus to that of the background.
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Table 8. ROSAT PSPC Observations
NGC 1399 NGC 4472 NGC 4636 NGC 5044
Sequence rp600043n00 rp600248n00 rp600016n00 rp800020n00
Exposure (ks) 23.4 25.4 10.8 24.3
The exposures include time filtering.
Table 9. ROSAT PSPC Spectral Properties of Central and Outermost Radial Bins
NH T Z Goodness-of-Fit
Radius (1021 cm−2) (keV) (Z⊙) (P/χ
2/dof)
(arcmin) 0.2-2 keV 0.5-2 keV 0.2-2 keV 0.5-2 keV 0.2-2 keV 0.5-2 keV 0.2-2 keV 0.5-2 keV
NGC 1399:
0-1 0.15+0.03
−0.03 1.05
+0.66
−0.51 0.91
+0.03
−0.03 0.81
+0.06
−0.07 0.51
+0.14
−0.10 0.30
+0.10
−0.07 0.11/145.8/126 0.38/104.9/101
4-6 0.11+0.03
−0.03 0.20
+0.58
−0.20 1.49
+0.13
−0.10 1.46
+0.18
−0.20 0.81
+0.37
−0.23 0.70
+0.63
−0.42 0.61/133.9/139 0.84/95.3/110
NGC 4472:
0-1 0.07+0.03
−0.03
0.58+0.70
−0.58
0.87+0.02
−0.02
0.83+0.05
−0.05
1.12+0.41
−0.24
1.62+2.37
−0.64
0.12/146.3/127 0.23/111.0/101
4-7 0.27+0.34
−0.14 1.20
+0.94
−0.72 1.34
+0.07
−0.06 1.20
+0.13
−0.14 2.57
+4.16
−1.30 0.98
+1.38
−0.49 0.53/137.9/140 0.63/104.5/110
NGC 4636:
0-1 0.15+0.05
−0.06 0.92
+1.04
−0.82 0.64
+0.02
−0.02 0.58
+0.06
−0.08 0.56
+0.34
−0.17 1.0(> 0.5) 0.11/119.7/102 0.05/100.9/79
4-6 0.10+0.18
−0.10
1.04+2.48
−1.04
0.96+0.06
−0.06
0.88+0.13
−0.19
1.5(> 0.6) 1.7(> 0.5) 0.77/67.8/77 0.82/43.6/53
NGC 5044:
0-1 0.40+0.04
−0.04 1.54
+0.65
−0.48 0.81
+0.01
−0.01 0.71
+0.04
−0.05 0.72
+0.17
−0.12 0.69
+0.39
−0.16 0.01/193.7/152 0.05/149.9/123
5-6 0.47+0.17
−0.13 0.32
+0.55
−0.32 1.24
+0.08
−0.07 1.27
+0.11
−0.12 0.87
+0.61
−0.31 0.84
+0.86
−0.42 0.80/103.9/117 0.90/79.0/96
Results of fitting a single absorbed MEKAL model to the PSPC spectra over the energy ranges 0.2-2 keV and 0.5-2 keV for the central
radial bin and outermost radial bin (which overlaps the ASCA SIS aperture) for each galaxy. Quoted errors are 90% confidence on one
interesting parameter (∆χ2 = 2.71).
5.2 Spectral analysis of PSPC data
For each galaxy we fit a single absorbed MEKAL model to
the 0.2-2 keV PSPC spectrum of each radial bin. In Table
9 we list the results for the central radial bin and outer-
most radial bin for each galaxy. The column densities and
temperatures agree with previous studies within our 90%
confidence limits. As expected, the plasma code differences
are most pronounced for the abundances which do show sig-
nificant disagreement in some cases; e.g. Irwin & Sarazin
obtain Z = 0.4Z⊙ in the 0
′ - 1′ bin which is ∼ 1/3 the value
we obtained from the MEKAL fit.
In all we are able to reproduce to reasonable accuracy
the rising temperature gradients found in previous studies
within the radii defined by our ASCA SIS apertures consid-
ering that we use the MEKAL plasma codes whereas pre-
vious studies used RS. We also find abundance gradients
similar to previous studies. It should be mentioned that the
abundances rise and then fall for NGC 1399 and NGC 5044
within the inner and outer apertures listed in Table 9; i.e. the
abundance reaches a maximum of Z ∼ 1.5Z⊙ for r = 2
′-4′
for NGC 1399, and for NGC 5044 the maximum of Z ∼ 1Z⊙
is achieved at r = 2′-3′.
Let us define the temperature of the central bin as Tin
and the temperature of the outer bin as Tout. The values of
Tin and Tout listed for the 0.2-2 keV fits in Table 9 qualita-
tively agree with respectively the values of Tc and Th that we
derived for the two-temperature models fitted to the ASCA
spectra (Table 4). The values of Tin tend to exceed Tc and ac-
tually agree better with the emission-weighted temperatures
of the cooling flow models for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and
NGC 5044 (see section 3.3.4). The radially-averaged abun-
dances of the PSPC fits agree, within their large errors, with
the 1-2 solar abundances of the two-temperature and cooling
flow models obtained from the ASCA data.
The column densities in the central radial bins deter-
mined from 0.2-2 keV fits to the PSPC spectra do not exceed
the Galactic columns in stark contrast to the excess absorp-
tion demanded by the colder components of the multiphase
ASCA models. This well-known discrepancy in NH between
ROSAT and ASCA studies has been discussed in the con-
text of ellipticals by BF (see their section 4). The origin of
this discrepancy is still controversial as it may be due to a
calibration error in one of the instruments, or it may be an
artifact of the models used to fit the data.
We have re-examined this issue using these ROSAT
PSPC data. In every case the isothermal model has the
worst fit in the central bin for each galaxy and has a for-
mally marginal χ2 null hypothesis probability ∼ 0.1 (∼ 0.01
for NGC 5044). Moreover, in the central bin NH actually
tends to be less than the Galactic value, especially for NGC
1399 and NGC 5044. That is, a isothermal MEKAL plasma
modified by Galactic absorption does not produce enough X-
ray emission at the lowest energies in the 0.2-2 keV PSPC
band.
If this excess soft X-ray emission is due to other tem-
perature components, then we would expect that the pa-
rameters derived from fitting an isothermal model should
depend on the energy range over which the model is fitted.
When restricting the fits to the energy range 0.5-2 keV we
indeed find significant differences in the isothermal model
parameters of the central bins for NGC 1399 and NGC 5044
(see Table 9). The most substantial change is for the column
densities: NGC 1399 and NGC 5044 require excess absorp-
tion that agrees much better with the multiphase models
derived from the ASCA data. (Using somewhat different
arguments, Rangarajan et al. 1995 also found excess ab-
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Figure 11. Absorbed MEKAL models fit to the ROSAT PSPC data of the central radial bin (r = 0′-1′) and the outer radial bin
(r = 4′-6′) of NGC 1399. The left panel shows the result of fitting the entire 0.2-2 keV energy range while the right panel shows the
result of fitting only the 0.5-2 keV energy range. (The best-fitting model parameters are listed in Table 9.)
sorption at the center of NGC 1399 in the PSPC data.) The
slightly smaller temperatures also agree better with the two-
temperature ASCA models. Finally, the quality of the fits
is also improved most for these galaxies when fitting only
to 0.5-2 keV. NGC 4636 and NGC 4472 appear to follow
similar trends but their changes for NH and Tin are not as
significant.
These effects occur only for the central radial bin of
each galaxy. Although some hints of these model differences
due to fitting over different energy ranges exist in the second
radial bins, the differences diminish rapidly with increasing
radius. In particular, for the outer bins listed in Table 9
the column densities, temperatures, and abundances do not
change within their 90% confidence limits for NGC 1399 and
NGC 5044 when restricting the fits to 0.5-2 keV. When fitted
over the restricted energy range of 0.5-2 keV the column
densities for the outer bins of NGC 4472 and NGC 4636
become very uncertain. Although the column density for
NGC 4636 is consistent with no change, some excess NH is
implied within the 90% confidence limit for NGC 4472.
The spectra of the central and outer bins are therefore
qualitatively different for each galaxy (see Figure 11). Focus-
ing our attention on NGC 1399 and NGC 5044 we see that
the outer bin is very consistent with isothermal gas with
Galactic absorption (regardless of the energy range fitted).
For the central bin of these systems the marginal quality of
the fits over 0.2-2 keV coupled with the significant differ-
ences in model parameters when confining the fits to 0.5-
2 keV implies that the isothermal model is inadequate at
the centers. As the panels in Figure 11 vividly demonstrate,
the isothermal model with excess absorption which best de-
scribes the 0.5-2 keV spectrum under-predicts the emission
at lower energies. The excess emission at lower energies is
consistent with the existence of additional lower tempera-
ture components.
Hence, the PSPC spectra (in particular for NGC 1399
and NGC 5044) indicate significant excess absorption for the
central radial bin which decreases rapidly with increasing
radius. The central bins also have the coldest temperatures
and thus excess absorption is tied to the coldest tempera-
ture components. These results concur with the multiphase
models obtained from the “single-aperture” analysis of the
ASCA data in sections 3.3.3 and 3.3.4. Moreover, the tem-
peratures of the central and outer bins of the PSPC data
agree reasonably well with those of the ASCA multiphase
models. Though the abundances derived from the PSPC
data are uncertain, they are approximately solar and are
consistent with the multiphase ASCA models.
5.3 Simulated ASCA observations of ROSAT PSPC
models
We have shown that there is good overall agreement be-
tween the multiphase models obtained for the ASCA data
and the radial temperature profiles obtained by representing
the ROSAT PSPC spectra as a series of isothermal mod-
els as a function of radius within the radii defined by the
ASCA apertures. These temperature gradients implied by
the PSPC, however, appear to be very inconsistent with the
isothermal ASCAmodels for NGC 1399 and NGC 5044. Ow-
ing to the larger uncertainties for NGC 4472 and NGC 4636,
the PSPC temperature gradients do not clearly favor any of
the ASCA models over another.
We would like to better assess the extent to which the
temperature gradients inferred from the PSPC data favor
the multiphase ASCA models. Although joint fitting of the
PSPC and ASCA data, as mentioned above, is not useful,
an approach that takes advantage of the spatial resolution
of the PSPC is to construct a model for each galaxy that
is the sum of the isothermal models within the ASCA aper-
ture. This composite model can then be fitted directly to the
ASCA data. The only free parameters are the total normal-
ization and the redshifts (because of the calibrations issues
discussed in section 3.3.1).
By summing the best-fitting isothermal models over the
radial bins within the ASCA aperture, we constructed com-
posite PSPC models for each system; in Table 10 we list the
parameters of NGC 1399 for illustration. We use the PSPC
models derived from fitting the restricted energy range 0.5-2
keV since the isothermal approximation is better suited for
the central bin of each galaxy for this energy range as dis-
cussed above. Upon fitting these models to the ASCA SIS
data we obtain good qualitative fits over the whole SIS en-
ergy range for NGC 1399 and NGC 5044. For each of these
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Table 10. Radial Variation of Isothermal Models of the ROSAT PSPC data of NGC 1399
Radius NH T Z EM
(arcmin) (1021 cm−2) (keV) (Z⊙) (10
−17nenpV/4πD2)
0-1 1.05 0.81 0.30 3.65
1-2 0.22 1.35 1.10 0.83
2-4 0.34 1.44 1.11 1.90
4-6 0.20 1.46 0.70 2.04
Best-fitting absorbed MEKAL model for the PSPC data of each radial bin of NGC 1399. Only the energies 0.5-2 keV are included in
these fits which is most important for the central bin as discussed in section 5.2. (See Table 9 for errors on the parameters of the central
and outer bins.)
Figure 12. Simulated ASCA SIS data of NGC 1399 constructed by summing the radially varying isothermal models obtained from
the ROSAT PSPC data. The parameters of the composite PSPC models are listed Table 10 except that normalizations are rescaled to
match the real ASCA data. The best-fitting 1T+BREM model with variable relative abundances (left) and two-temperature model with
relative abundances fixed at their solar values (right) are shown. Both models use the MEKAL plasma code.
galaxies there is a substantial residual near 1 keV which pre-
vents a good formal fit; this residual can be largely removed
in each case by changing the individual temperatures of the
composite PSPC model within their 90% errors.
Agreement can not be so easily achieved with NGC
4472 and NGC 4636 because, in addition to residuals near 1
keV similar to NGC 1399 and NGC 5044, the PSPC mod-
els are clearly deficient in emission above ∼ 3 keV. This is
not surprising since the limited bandwidth of the PSPC does
not allow strong constraints on components (from plasma or
discrete sources) which have temperatures >∼ 3 keV. Upon
adding a bremsstrahlung model to the PSPC model of NGC
4636 the fit improves substantially. Interestingly, the residu-
als of the fit of this PSPC+BREM model for NGC 4636 are
almost identical in shape to those of the cooling flow model
fit to the ASCA data in Figure 7.
Perhaps a more interesting comparison of the ROSAT
and ASCA models is achieved via simulation. That is, for
each of the composite isothermal PSPC models we simulate
an ASCA SIS observation appropriate for each galaxy; i.e.
the same exposure and response as the total summed SIS
data (see section 2). (Prior to each simulation the PSPC
models are re-scaled to best match the flux of the SIS data
though the relative normalizations of the individual com-
ponents are preserved.) We then analyzed these simulated
data analogously to the real ASCA data as done in section
3. Our goal is to examine whether fitting these simulated
ASCA data can reproduce in detail the rich behavior found
when fitting the real ASCA data.
In Figure 12 we plot the simulated SIS data for NGC
1399 with the best-fitting isothermal and two-temperature
models. The isothermal model consists of an absorbed
MEKAL model with variable relative abundances and a
bremsstrahlung component modified by Galactic absorp-
tion. This 1T+BREMmodel delivers a marginally unaccept-
able fit to the simulated SIS data: P = 10−3, χ2 = 181.1 for
127 dof. The residuals near 1 keV are very similar to those in
Figure 2 for the real SIS data, though of somewhat smaller
magnitude. (Note that the 1T+BREM model with relative
abundances fixed at their solar values is a considerably worse
fit (P = 2 × 10−5) and has larger residuals near 1 keV in
better agreement with Figure 2.) The best-fitting tempera-
ture, T = 1.20 keV, and Fe abundance, ZFe = 0.39Z⊙, are
very similar to those determined from the real ASCA data
(Table 4); the column density, NH = 0.13 × 10
21 cm−2 is
somewhat smaller. Moreover, the Ne abundance is zero for
this 1T+BREM fit and the O and Mg abundances are ∼ 1/2
that of Fe.
The two-temperature (Figure 12) and multiphase cool-
ing flow models are excellent fits to the simulated SIS data of
NGC 1399 and also have parameters in good overall agree-
ment with those determined from the real ASCA data (Ta-
bles 4 and 5): P = (0.59, 0.48), χ2 = (126.6, 132.3) for dof =
(131,132) for the 2T and CF+1T model respectively. (Both
models have relative abundances with respect to Fe fixed at
their solar values and note that a bremsstrahlung compo-
nents is not included since it does not improve the fits in
either case.) The values of Tc = 0.73 keV and Th = 1.36
keV for the 2T model and T = 1.36 keV for the cooling-flow
model agree reasonably well with the real ASCA fits.
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We also reproduce the Galactic columns on the hot-
ter components and excess absorption on the colder compo-
nents, though the excess is still a factor of two below the val-
ues listed in Table 4 and 5 for NGC 1399. Both the cooling-
flow and two-temperature models give Z = 0.73Z⊙ which is
about half that obtained from the actual ASCA data. How-
ever, this is consistent with the PSPC model listed in Table
10 but should not be considered “real” in particular because
the low abundance of the inner bin is probably an artifact
of fitting a isothermal model to a spectrum composed of
multiple temperature components.
The fits to the simulated SIS data of NGC 5044 be-
have analogously to NGC 1399 and essentially reproduce the
isothermal and multiphase results of fitting the real ASCA
data. The 1T+BREM models, though, deserve special men-
tion since we find that fitting the simulated SIS data requires
a Ne abundance of ∼ 0.9 solar and a Ni abundance of ∼ 1
solar. The Ne and Ni abundances are very different from
Fe (0.3 solar) and allowing them to be free parameters sig-
nificantly improved the fits as also found when fitting the
real ASCA data. Thus, these peculiar abundances for the
1T+BREM models do not have to be explained by prob-
lems with the MEKAL plasma code.
As expected, the results for NGC 4472 are similar to
NGC 1399 and NGC 5044 except that the derived temper-
atures are lower than obtained from the real ASCA data
which can be attributed to the deficiency in emission above
∼ 3 keV mentioned above. On the other hand, we find that
fitting the simulated SIS data for NGC 4636 gives results
very similar to those found for NGC 1399 and NGC 5044
except that the 1T model with variable relative abundances
is an acceptable fit; unlike the real ASCA data, we do not
require a bremsstrahlung component for the PSPC models
consistent with the deficiency of emission above 3 keV men-
tioned above. For the most part the parameters derived for
the 1T model agree very well with those listed in Table 4 for
the 1T+BREM fits to the real ASCA data. Even super-solar
Na abundance is required, though the best-fit value of 5.9
solar is less than that listed in Table 4.
In contrast to the broad-band fits of the real ASCA data
of NGC 4636, the two-temperature models are much better
fits to the simulated ASCA SIS data than the isothermal
models and they are not improved significantly when allow-
ing for variable relative abundances. The best-fitting tem-
peratures of the 2T model actually agree well with those
found for the real data in Tables 4 and 5; i.e. Tc = 0.56 keV
and Th = 0.81 keV. Although the best-fitting abundance
(Z = 1.16Z⊙) is larger than that inferred from the real data,
there is considerable leverage in the abundance errors in the
PSPC models to resolve this discrepancy. Similarly, excess
absorption is implied for both components (similar amounts
on each component) of the 2T model, much of which can
be reduced within the errors of 0.5-2 keV PSPC fits (see
Table 9). Overall the fits of the multiphase models to the
simulated ASCA data of NGC 4636 behave quite similarly
to the fits of the real (and simulated) ASCA data of the
other galaxies. It very likely that that the emission above
∼ 3 keV lacking in the ROSAT PSPC isothermal models of
NGC 4636 accounts for the differences in the multiphase fits
to the real and simulated SIS data.
In conclusion, the temperature gradients constructed
by radially varying isothermal models of the ROSAT PSPC
data are very consistent with the ASCA data of NGC 1399,
NGC 4472, and NGC 5044 and strongly favor multiphase
models of the hot gas in these systems. Our analysis also
shows that many of the peculiar abundances derived for the
isothermal models of the real ASCA data (Table 4) of all
the galaxies can be produced by forcing an isothermal model
to fit the multiphase spectrum generated by the composite
PSPC models. Although the PSPC models suggest the spec-
tral properties of NGC 4636 are quite similar to the other
galaxies, strong conclusions cannot be drawn from the radi-
ally varying isothermal models of the PSPC data of NGC
4636 and NGC 4472 since they fail to produce the ASCA
emission above ∼ 3 keV.
6 DISCUSSION
6.1 Evidence for a “Standard Model”?
As remarked in the Introduction most previous studies of
ellipticals based on ASCA data within a single aperture find
that the spectra of these objects are well represented by
a component of isothermal hot gas and (if needed) a high
temperature bremsstrahlung component to account for pos-
sible emission from discrete sources. The evidence for this
“Standard Model” is reviewed by Loewenstein & Mushotzky
(1997) and Loewenstein (1998). These review articles go fur-
ther and assert that the Kα emission line ratios Si XIV/Si
XIII favor the isothermal models obtained from broad-band
spectral fitting and are at best marginally consistent with
the multiphase models described in BF.
The accumulated body of evidence from our X-ray anal-
ysis of these galaxies strongly favors multiphase models for
the hot gas over isothermal models. First, in every case the
broad-band spectral fits of the ASCA data within a sin-
gle aperture rule out the isothermal models having relative
abundances with respect to Fe fixed at the solar values. Even
if the relative abundances are allowed to vary the isothermal
models remain poor fits for NGC 1399, NGC 4472, and NGC
5044 especially when the MEKAL model (with its superior
modeling of the Fe L shell transitions with respect to RS) is
used. The multiphase models with relative abundances fixed
at their solar values provide superior fits to these galaxies.
(The two-temperature model for NGC 4636 is also a slightly
better fit though it requires variable relative abundances.)
We have shown in section 4 that isothermal models gen-
erally under-predict the equivalent widths of the Si and S
lines of NGC 1399, NGC 4472, NGC 5044, and NGC 4636
while much better agreement with the ASCA data is pro-
vided by multiphase models. The multiphase models, as a
whole, also better describe the measured Si XIV/Si XIII
and S XVI/XV ratios. Even for NGC 4636, which displays
the smallest improvement for the two-temperature model
over the isothermal model for the broad-band spectral fits
(section 3), the line ratios and equivalent widths of Si and S
clearly favor the two-temperature model. Hence, whereas the
previously cited review articles found support for isothermal
models using only the Si ratio, we find that consideration of
both the ratios and equivalent widths of the Si and S line
blends strongly favors the multiphase models.
Our final evidence is obtained by exploiting the superior
spatial resolution of the ROSAT PSPC. The PSPC data
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are generally consistent with a series of isothermal models
which vary with radius within the apertures used for analysis
of the ASCA data. Using different approaches (sections 5.2
and 5.3) we find that the temperature gradients inferred
from the ROSAT PSPC data (section 5) are inconsistent
with the isothermal models derived from fitting the ASCA
data within a single-aperture but are very consistent with
the multiphase models, especially for NGC 1399 and NGC
5044.
In light of this evidence we would argue that the Stan-
dard Model for these brightest ellipticals should be revised
as follows: (1) the spectra within theASCA apertures consist
of at least two temperature components for the hot gas; (2)
the temperature declines towards the center as indicated by
the temperature profiles deduced from the ROSAT PSPC;
(3) the Fe abundances are approximately 1-2 solar and the
relative abundances of the elements with respect to Fe are
also consistent with solar; (4) excess absorption above the
Galactic value is indicated for the colder temperature com-
ponents which declines rapidly with increasing radius until
the absorption is consistent with the Galactic value for the
hotter temperatures at the outer radii; (5) the ASCA spectra
are also consistent with a bremsstrahlung component aris-
ing from discrete sources contributing <∼ 0.1% to the total
emission measure.
To escape this version of a Standard Model (at least for
these brightest ellipticals) one has to invoke serious errors
in the plasma codes and/or the calibration of the ASCA
SIS. (Of course, errors of such magnitude would render in-
valid all existing results of significance for both isothermal
and multiphase models.) The relative calibration of ASCA
and the SAX satellite has been examined in detail and no
serious discrepancies have been found apart from the small
differences in the energy response below 1 keV discussed in
section 3.3.1 (e.g. Orr et al. 1997).
The accuracy of the Fe L shell emission lines in the
plasma codes has been tested previously by Hwang et al.
(1997) who used ASCA SIS data to show that the Fe abun-
dance of M87 deduced from analysis of the Fe K shell lines
near 6.5 keV is very consistent with that inferred from
broad-band spectral fitting that includes the Fe L shell emis-
sion lines. Since the average temperature of M87 is ∼ 2 keV,
this consistency test may not be entirely appropriate for
normal ellipticals with T <∼ 1 keV. However, BF tested the
accuracy of the Fe L shell lines for normal ellipticals by
comparing the temperatures and abundances derived from
fitting MEKAL and RS models over a restricted energy re-
gion where the Fe L lines dominate the spectrum. These
results were then compared to the fits with the Fe L energy
region excluded. They found good agreement between the
temperatures and abundances in both cases, especially for
the MEKAL model.
In our present paper we have found that excellent fits
to both the ASCA SIS and GIS data are achieved by multi-
phase models that use the MEKAL plasma code. Compar-
ison of fits using the MEKAL and RS plasma codes shows
that, as expected, the MEKAL code is more accurate and
also that remaining inaccuracies in the code are most likely
insufficient to negate the evidence in support of multiphase
models (section 3.2.3). Hence, we do not find any evidence
that errors in the plasma codes near the Fe L energy region
(or calibration errors) are sufficient to change qualitatively
the evidence for multiphase hot gas with approximately so-
lar abundances presented in this paper.
6.2 Implications of solar abundances
Recently Arimoto et al. (1997) have shown that the stellar
Fe abundances deduced from optical observations of a large
sample of ellipticals are approximately solar when averaged
over an effective radius for each galaxy. This agrees quite
well with the Fe abundances predicted by the multiphase
models computed within the r ∼ 5′ ASCA apertures of the
ellipticals in our sample but is inconsistent with the sub-
solar Fe abundances predicted by the isothermal models.
Comparable Fe abundances in stars and the hot gas do not
reconcile the standard chemical models where the hot gas is
enriched by Type Ia supernovae (e.g. Ciotti et al. 1993).
There is preliminary evidence that the Fe abundances
deduced from optical data are in fact ∼ 0.5 solar when av-
eraged over an effective radius for each galaxy (Loewenstein
1998). If we take the stellar Fe abundances to be 0.5 solar
and the Fe abundances in the hot gas to be 1 solar, then
using equation (1) of Arimoto et al. (1997) we have that the
standard enrichment models require a Type Ia supernovae
rate of ∼ 0.05h275 SNu. This is a factor of 2.6 below the
Type Ia SN rate of 0.13h275 SNu reported by Capallero et
al. (1997), although this discrepancy can be reduced below
a factor of two if an Fe abundance of 1.2 solar for the hot
gas is used instead. Such a modest increase is still consistent
with the range of Fe abundances obtained for the multiphase
ASCA models.
Thus, if the stellar Fe abundances are near 0.5 solar
then the Fe abundances of the hot gas predicted by the
multiphase models of the ASCA data can be produced to
within a factor of two by the standard chemical enrichment
models (e.g. Ciotti et al. 1991). This small discrepancy essen-
tially disappears if we increase the Fe abundances we have
obtained by a factor of 1.44 to reflect the meteoritic solar
abundances instead of the photospheric values we have used
– see Ishimaru & Arimoto (1997). It should be mentioned
that the 1-2 solar abundances for Fe in the hot gas are also
consistent with other scenarios involving both homogeneous
(Brighenti & Mathews 1998b) and inhomogeneous cooling
flows (Fujita et al. 1997).
It is possible that the abundances vary within the rel-
atively large apertures used to analyze the ASCA data. In
fact, the cooling flow model of NGC 5044 indicates that
the colder gas, which must be more centrally concentrated
to be consistent with the ROSAT temperature profiles, has
higher metallicity than the hotter gas. Abundance gradients
are also inferred from analysis of radially varying isother-
mal models of these galaxies with ROSAT (see section 5)
and with similar models of the ASCA data of NGC 5846
(Finoguenov et al. 1998). However, these results in them-
selves are not compelling since the isothermal approximation
need not be valid, especially for the bins near the centers (see
Figure 11).
The 1-2 solar Fe abundances predicted by the multi-
phase models are substantially larger than the values of
∼ 0.3 solar typically found for the intra-cluster medium
(ICM) in a rich cluster (Fukazawa et al. 1998). If the Fe
abundances for these brightest elliptical galaxies in our sam-
ple can be extrapolated to the ellipticals formed in rich clus-
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ters, then simple models of the chemical enrichment of the
ICM by the hot gas expelled from elliptical galaxies in rich
clusters can fit the observations if most of the ICM is pri-
mordial (e.g. Loewenstein & Mushotzky 1996).
The relative abundances with respect to Fe deduced
from the two-temperature models (section 3.3.3) also favor
near-solar values and are consistent with the trend discov-
ered by Fukazawa et al. (1998) that the Si/Fe abundance is
nearly solar for the least massive systems such as large el-
lipticals and small groups of galaxies and increases with the
temperature of the system to a value of ∼ 3 solar for rich
clusters. However, the solar Si/Fe abundances indicated by
both our two-temperature and cooling flow models imply
nearly solar Si abundances for these galaxies which are sim-
ilar to those found in rich clusters by Fukazawa et al.; i.e. the
solar Si abundances predicted by the multiphase models are
not consistent with the trend shown in Figure 2 of Fukazawa
et al. wherein the Si abundance of ellipticals should have
very sub-solar values.
6.3 Two-temperature vs. cooling flow models
The two-temperature models tend to provide slightly bet-
ter broad-band fits to the ASCA spectra than the cooling
flow models. The best-fitting cooling flow models, however,
predict Si and S line fluxes for NGC 1399 and NGC 4472
that agree with the ASCA SIS data slightly better than
the best-fitting two-temperature models. Buote et al. (1998)
have shown that two-temperature models are very flexible
and, in particular, can approximate to high accuracy a mul-
tiphase cooling flow spectrum throughout the ASCA band-
pass. With the ASCA data we thus cannot ascertain reliably
whether the spectra consist of only two phases or whether
the two-temperature models merely provide good approxi-
mations to spectra which have a continuum of temperature
components.
There are physical models for the hot gas in ellipticals
which accommodate only two phases. Brighenti & Mathews
(1998a) find that their most successful models of the ROSAT
temperature and surface brightness profiles of NGC 4472 re-
quire their isothermal cooling flow model be supplemented
with hot gas accreted from the surrounding medium. In this
scenario the spectra observed within the ASCA apertures of
the ellipticals in our sample are the projection of two nearly
isothermal components – a colder component arising from
the isothermal cooling flow and a hotter component from
the accreted hot gas. (A related scenario for galaxy clusters
with cD galaxies is sometimes invoked as an alternative to
multiphase cooling flow models; e.g. Xu et al. 1998.) The
approximately solar abundances deduced from the ASCA
data can also be reproduced by such two-temperature mod-
els (Brighenti & Mathews 1998b), although the excess ab-
sorption (Table 4) is not an obvious prediction of the model.
(Note, however, that related models of isothermal cooling
flows can produce material that would give rise to excess
absorption – Pellegrini & Ciotti 1998).
Another success of the two-temperature model of
Brighenti & Mathews (1998a) also highlights a possible
problem with the model. The mass estimated from the stel-
lar dynamics within an effective radius (Re) of NGC 4472
is in excellent agreement with the mass inferred from the
X-ray data using the two-temperature model. However, for
r <∼ 0.1Re the mass inferred from the X-ray analysis is less
than that indicated by stars. One explanation for this dis-
crepancy is that magnetic pressure support becomes impor-
tant at these small radii which must be accounted for in
the X-ray analysis. Alternatively, mass drop-out from the
cooling flow may need to be considered.
We obtain results for multiphase cooling flow models of
the ASCA data of the elliptical galaxies quite analogous to
clusters (e.g. Fabian 1994). In particular, excess absorption
on the cooling-flow component and Galactic absorption on
the ambient hot gas is indicated for NGC 1399, NGC 4472,
and NGC 5044. There is a discrepancy between the mass
implied by this absorbing material and the amount of cold
gas inferred from HI and CO observations (e.g. see BF and
Fabian 1994). This is a critical issue for the simple constant-
pressure cooling flow model because the inferred absorbing
mass is consistent with the mass deposited by the cooling
flow over the galaxy lifetime. It is possible that other ver-
sions of multiphase cooling flows would have different pre-
dictions for mass deposition.
Broad-band spectral fitting of future observations of el-
liptical galaxies with Chandra will be able to distinguish
two-temperature and cooling flow models (Buote et al.
1998). With ASTRO-E this distinction can be made using
only individual K shell emission lines (particularly of oxy-
gen) thus alleviating any remaining concerns at that time
about the accuracy of plasma codes in the Fe L shell energy
region.
7 CONCLUSIONS
We have examined the ASCA and ROSAT spectra of NGC
1399, NGC 4472, NGC 4636, and NGC 5044, which are
among the brightest elliptical galaxies in X-rays, to con-
strain the temperature structure and abundances of the
hot gas in these systems. Our principal aim is to deter-
mine whether theASCA spectra are adequately described by
isothermal models of the hot gas, and whether such isother-
mal models fit the ASCA data as well or better than sim-
ple multiphase models. These “isothermal” models actually
have two components (1T+BREM) consisting of one com-
ponent of isothermal hot gas (1T) and another component of
thermal bremsstrahlung (BREM) presumably arising from
discrete sources.
To begin we simultaneously fit isothermal models to the
0.55-9 keV ASCA SIS and 1-9 keV ASCA GIS spectra of
each galaxy using the MEKAL and Raymond-Smith (RS)
plasma codes to model the hot gas in each system. Each
ASCA spectrum is extracted from a region of ∼ 5′ radius
because the large energy-dependent PSF confuses spatial
analysis on scales much smaller than this. As we discuss
below, the spatial variation of the X-ray spectra is examined
with the ROSAT PSPC data.
In terms of the χ2 null hypothesis probability (P ) the
1T+BREM fits to the ASCA data are of formally poor qual-
ity for each galaxy if the relative abundances with respect
to Fe in the hot gas are fixed at their solar values. If the
relative abundances of the α-process elements (and others
for NGC 5044 and NGC 4636) are allowed to vary for each
galaxy, the fits are improved but are still very poor for all
of the galaxies except (marginally) NGC 4636.
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The Fe abundances inferred from the isothermal models
with variable relative abundances are ∼ 0.3Z⊙ for NGC
1399, NGC 4472, and NGC 5044 consistent with previous
studies; for NGC 4636 a very sub-solar Fe abundance is also
obtained with the RS code, though Z ∼ 0.8Z⊙ is implied for
the MEKAL code when the relative abundances are allowed
to deviate substantially from their solar values. The best
isothermal fits require abundances of O, Ne, and Mg to be
very different from Fe; these abundances are usually required
to be near zero except, e.g., for the Ne abundances of NGC
5044 and NGC 4636 which require values greater than solar
for the MEKAL code. Ni abundances very different from
Fe are indicated for NGC 4636 and NGC 5044. Finally, the
marginal fit for the isothermal model of NGC 4636 using
the MEKAL model requires the Na abundance to be many
times the solar value.
Next we examined whether simple multiphase models
fit the ASCA data better than the isothermal models. We
studied two-temperature models (2T or 2T+BREM) con-
sisting of two components of hot gas and (if desired) a
bremsstrahlung component (BREM) for the putative emis-
sion from discrete sources. We also examined a simple mul-
tiphase cooling flow where gas cools at constant pressure
and drops out of the flow at all radii. This model (CF+1T
or CF+1T+BREM) consists of one cooling-flow component
(CF), one component of isothermal hot gas (1T) with tem-
perature tied to the upper temperature of the CF compo-
nent, and (if desired) a bremsstrahlung component (BREM).
The two-temperature models provide subtantially bet-
ter fits to the SIS and GIS data than the isothermal models.
With the exception of NGC 4636, these superior fits are
achieved with the relative abundances with respect to Fe
fixed at their solar values. The cooling flow models fit nearly
as well as the two-temperature models for NGC 1399, NGC
4472, and NGC 5044. The poor fit of the cooling flow model
to NGC 4636 is probably due largely to the limitation in
our implementation of the cooling flow model which fixes
the relative abundances at their solar values. The multitem-
perature fits of NGC 1399 and NGC 4472 are improved sig-
nificantly when a BREM component is added (2T+BREM),
though the reduction in χ2 is not so large as that observed
between the 1T+BREM and 2T cases. For NGC 4636, in
contrast, the addition of the BREM component to the 2T
and CF+1T models provides a much larger improvement to
the fit than observed between the 1T+BREM and 2T cases.
The luminosities of these BREM components are consistent
with expectations of emission from discrete sources.
Unlike the isothermal models, the Fe abundances pre-
dicted by the multiphase models indicate values of ∼ 1-2
solar. For example, the 2T+BREM models give Fe abun-
dances (90 per cent confidence) of 1.6+0.7
−0.6Z⊙ for NGC 1399,
2.0+2.4
−1.0Z⊙ for NGC 4472, 0.6
+0.1
−0.1Z⊙ for NGC 5044, and
0.7+0.3
−0.2Z⊙ for NGC 4636. The multiphase cooling flows also
indicate solar Fe abundances: 1.1+0.4
−0.2Z⊙ for NGC 1399,
1.3+0.1
−0.1Z⊙ for NGC 4472, 0.8
+0.9
−0.2Z⊙ for NGC 5044, and
1.0+0.4
−0.2Z⊙ for NGC 4636. An abundance gradient is also im-
plied by the cooling flow model of NGC 5044 since the abun-
dance determined for the isothermal component (0.4+0.2
−0.2Z⊙)
is considerably less than the cooling flow component. Both
the two-temperature and cooling flow models for NGC 1399,
NGC 4472, and NGC 5044 predict absorption in excess of
the Galactic value for the colder gas components in their
respective models while Galactic absorption is indicated for
their hotter components. This is consistent with the radial
variation of column density found in the cores of some cool-
ing flow clusters (e.g. Fabian 1994).
The key constraints from the broad-band spectral fit-
ting arise from the SIS data near 1 keV where the Fe L shell
emission lines dominate. Errors in the plasma codes are also
potentially most serious for these Fe L lines (e.g. Fabian et
al. 1994; Liedahl et al. 1995). We find, as expected, that
the MEKAL code is much more accurate than RS for the
important energies ∼ 0.7 − 1.4 keV, and thus the MEKAL
models should be used in preference to RS especially for el-
liptical galaxies. By comparing fits using the MEKAL and
RS plasma codes we have determined that remaining errors
in the modeling of the Fe L lines by these codes are insuf-
ficient to qualitatively change our results obtained from the
broad-band spectral fitting. Previous studies by Hwang et
al. (1997) and BF also find that the temperatures and Fe
abundances inferred for ellipticals using ASCA data are not
overly sensitive to remaining errors in the plasma codes near
1 keV.
We have measured the emission from the Kα line blends
of the H-like and He-like ions of Si and S using a simple
model of a bremsstrahlung continuum with zero-width gaus-
sians for the line blends. These local measurements provide
additional constraints independent of the Fe L emission on
the models obtained from the broad-band spectral fitting.
We find that isothermal models generally under-predict the
equivalent widths of the Si and S lines of these systems.
The equivalent widths of the multiphase models, in con-
trast, are much better matches to the ASCA data. The
ratios Si XIV/Si XIII and S XVI/XV are also generally
better described by the multiphase models. Even for NGC
4636, which displays the smallest improvement for the two-
temperature model over the isothermal model for the broad-
band spectral fits (section 3), the line ratios and equiva-
lent widths of Si and S clearly favor the two-temperature
model. Hence, whereas Loewenstein & Mushotzky (1997)
and Loewenstein (1998) found support for isothermal mod-
els of ellipticals using only the Si ratio, we find that when
both the ratios and equivalent widths of the Si and S line
blends are considered, the multiphase models are strongly
favored.
We examined whether the temperature profiles inferred
from the ROSAT PSPC data of these galaxies can also dis-
tinguish between the isothermal and multiphase models ob-
tained from the single-aperture analysis of the ASCA data.
Dividing up the PSPC spectrum for each galaxy into a se-
ries of radial bins within the apertures defined for the ASCA
analysis, we fitted single-temperature MEKAL models to
each bin. Each galaxy has a qualitatively similar tempera-
ture gradient which begins with a minimum temperature at
the center and rises to a maximum at the final radial bin
which overlaps the ASCA radius in very good agreement
with previous studies of these galaxies (Forman et al. 1993;
David et al. 1994; Trinchieri et al. 1994; Rangarajan et al.
1995; Irwin & Sarazin 1996; Jones et al. 1997).
The temperatures of the central and outer bins agree
quite well with the temperatures of the colder and hotter
components obtained for the two-temperature and cooling
flow models of the ASCA data. The abundances, though un-
certain, tend to have values near solar. Finally, the central
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bins of the PSPC data are not satisfactorily described by the
isothermal model and instead suggest multiphase tempera-
ture components and absorption in excess of the Galactic
value, especially for NGC 1399 and NGC 5044.
We also constructed composite ROSATmodels by sum-
ming up the isothermal models for each radial bin within the
ASCA apertures. For each composite PSPC model we simu-
lated an ASCA SIS observation appropriate for each galaxy.
We then fitted isothermal and multiphase models to these
simulated SIS data analogously to our procedure for the real
ASCA data.
These composite PSPC models are very consistent with
the ASCA data of NGC 1399 and NGC 5044 and strongly
favor multiphase models of the hot gas in these systems. The
peculiar abundances required for the isothermal models of
the real ASCA data (Table 4) of all the galaxies also can
be produced by forcing a isothermal model to fit the mul-
tiphase spectrum generated by the composite PSPC mod-
els. Although the PSPC models suggest the spectral prop-
erties of NGC 4636 are quite similar to the other galaxies,
strong conclusions cannot be drawn from the radially vary-
ing isothermal models the PSPC data of NGC 4636 and
NGC 4472 since they fail to produce the ASCA emission
above ∼ 3 keV.
Therefore, our analysis of these systems demonstrates
that isothermal models of the ASCA data within the r ∼ 5′
apertures are inconsistent with the ASCA and ROSAT
PSPC data, a conclusion which cannot be attributed to
reasonable errors in the MEKAL plasma code. Simple two-
temperature and multiphase cooling flow models can provide
good descriptions of these data sets with Fe abundances of
∼ 1-2 solar and (except for NGC 4636) relative abundances
fixed at their solar values (in good agreement with the re-
sults of BF); this situation is very analogous to that found
for poor galaxy groups in a recent study (Buote 1999). Al-
though the current data do not clearly distinguish between
the two-temperature and cooling flow models, data will soon
be available from the Chandra, XMM, and ASTRO-E satel-
lites which can usefully address this issue (see section 6.3).
In section 6.2 we have discussed the implications of the
approximately solar Fe abundances obtained for the mul-
tiphase models. The stellar abundances averaged over Re
computed by Arimoto et al. (1997) imply solar Fe abun-
dances in agreement with the multiphase models. However,
preliminary results reported in Loewenstein (1998) indicate
the stellar Fe abundances are ∼ 0.5 solar. Using this smaller
value we find that the standard chemical enrichment models
of the hot gas in ellipticals (e.g. Ciotti et al. 1991) can repro-
duce the solar Fe abundance in the hot gas to within a factor
of two. (This relatively small discrepancy essentially disap-
pears if we increase the Fe abundances we have obtained by
a factor of 1.44 to reflect the meteoritic solar abundances
instead of the photospheric values we have used – see Ishi-
maru & Arimoto (1997).) Solar Fe abundances in the hot
gas are also consistent with other enrichment models based
on homogeneous (Brighenti & Mathews 1998b) and inhomo-
geneous cooling flows (Fujita et al. 1997).
Although the ellipticals in our sample are special in that
they are among the brightest galaxies in relatively dense en-
vironments and have among the largest values of Lx/LB, it
is possible the evidence we have obtained for non-isothermal
gas in these systems could be the result of their ASCA data
having perhaps the largest S/N among elliptical galaxies.
If this is the case, the better quality data soon to become
available should reveal that the hot gas in other ellipticals
(at least near their centers) also consists of multiple temper-
ature components with nearly solar Fe abundances.
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